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between employers and employees, but if em-
ployers intend to stand off and dictate their
own terms to men who have fought for many
vears to gain the conditions they are now
enjoying, no progress will be made. It is of

no use the employers standing off and saying,-

““We will give you a job, but your wages to-
day are too high.”” The men of Australia
have fought for many years to gain a decent
standard of living, and they will stick to-
gether and fight hard against any reduction.
The workers do net mind how soon a start
is made to bring down the prices of commodi-
ties, When that has been done, the employers
may talk about bringing down wages. What
we are determined to do is not to bring down
the workers’ standard, the right of the work-
ers aml their wives and families to live in
decent comfart. Our men have been working
honestly and hard fer years past and now
that the warchouses are full, their work is
done for the time being and they have to
walk the streets. One wishes there was
some other system so that the workers should
not have te put up with thig state' of affairs.

Hon, A. J. H, Saw: The other system ends

in Russia.

Hon. T. MOORE: That is exaectly
what was told the people at the last
clections, and what the elections were

fought on. I kwnow nothing about Russia,
notwithstanding that T have read all the avail-
able literature about it. Interjections such
ag that either in this Chamber or among the
workers, will not get us any further. Let
us find a commonsense way out of the diffi-
culty and let Russia look after herself, Those
who opposed us at the general elections were
talking of us as if we were Bolshevists.
Hon. A. J. H. Saw: My interjection meant
the other system,
. Hon. T. MOORE: There are many other
systems, and if I had time I would touech on
some of them. T bape that during the seasion
we shall be able to devise means to bring
the expenditure of the State into closer ac-
cord with the revenue, 80 that we shall be able
to make things better and brighter for the
community.

On motion by Hon. A. Sandersen, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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QUESTION—POLICE DEPARTMENT,
COMPLAINTS.

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the Minister for
Miunes: 1, Is he aware that it is alleged that
gerious friction exists in the detective foree
consequent on the high-handed treatment of
members of that foree by a senior officer?
2, Is he also aware that privileges, relative to
the hours of working, conceded by the Com-
missioner to members of the force, have been
nutlified by the action of Detective Inapector
Condon? 3, Is he further aware that mem-
hers of the detective foree have, during the
past two months, been compelled by circum-
stances to report the conduet of this officer to
the Commissioner? 4, If so, has any inquiry,
departmental or otherwise, been made into
these complaints, and what aetion, if any,
has been taken by the Commissioner?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Xo. 2, No; the Commissioner’s instruetions
are being carried ont. 3 and 4, Two mem-
of the branch saw the Commissioner with an
alleged grievanee, which he personally invest-
igated and satisfactorily . settled.

QUESTION—ROTTNEST ISLAND,
AGCOMMODATION.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, How many bungalows and flats were
allotted to applicants for aceommodation for
the Rottnest season 1921-22 before the appli-
cations closed on the 3rd August? 2, How
many personal friends and relations of the
officers in charge were allotted bungalows or
flats? 3, To whom were the bungalows and
flats allotted? ¢, How many of the suceess-
ful applicants for this year were also ex-
tended the same privilege last year, and in
the-years 1918-19192 §, In view of the poliey
of the Board of Control to give preference
to country and goldfields applicants, what is
the proportion of suceessful town and coun-
try applicants? -6, Is a date stamp placed
on application when received? 7, If too
many applications are received, by what
method are the allotments made?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, None. 2, Nome. 3, Bungalows—I.ocke,
Lappin, Richards, Couper, Campbell, Chand-
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ler, Smith, Ranford, Millington, Owston,
Toms, Rae, France, Ashby, MeDonald, Moun-
tain, Moore, Glew, Norman, Moore, Powell,
Nossiter, Vincent, Smith, Connaughton, Mem-
bery, Nicholls, Young, Cowden, Lutz, Black,
Polan, Simpson, lale, Thiel, Brodribb. Flats
—Parker, Breom, $Sloss, Canning, Hum-
phries, Ford, Nankivell, Chidlow, Royee, Har-
rison, Cullen, Blythe, Herbert, BRBennett,
Buailey, Rhodes. 4, With the exeeption of
seven all these persons have been tenants of
the Board at one period or another during
the tourist seasons of 10918-19 and 1919-20.
5, Seventeen applications were received from
the c¢duntry and goldfields, and all were
- allotted the dates applied for. 6, No. 7, The
allotment is made by the Board.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE MEAT
WORKS.

Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier: 1, Did
he sce a notification in the local paper re-
cently that it was doubtful whether the Fre-
mantle meat works would operate this year,
the reason given being that the prices offered
for export were too low? 2, In view of the
fact that there are hundreds of thousands of
prime sheep in the Gascoyne and Murchison
distriets for which no market can be found,
and that the stock routes will remain open
for some months, will the Government try
and induce the Fremantle company to open
and operate for so long a time at least as
will enable their own and all other cool stor-
age space in the metropolitan area to be
filled, such produce to be placed upen the
market early aext year when meat again rises
to prohibitive prices?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
statements made by the hon. member will be

})rought_under the notice of the company for
its consideration,

QUESTION—TIMBER LEASES AND
CONCESSIONS.

Mr. PICKERING (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will he say when he.proposes
to place on the Table of the House the
papers ke promiged in connection with the
Forests Department and the concessions fo
Millars*?

The Minister for Mines:
promise them,

The PREMIER replied: T told the* hon.
member T would be willing to lay the
pupers on the Tabile of the House so far as
they concerned the first part of his motion,
but that 1 would not agree to lay on the
Table the personal file of Mr. Lane-Paole,
It he accepts that

Mr. Pickering: I do aecept that.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member is
willing to accept that he shonld withdraw
his motion.

Mr. Pickering: I am willing to withdraw
the motion on the promise of the Premier.

He did not

[ASSEMBLY.]

ADDRESS-IX-REPLY,
Eleventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. MULLAXY (Menzies) [4.37]: Hav-
ing listened with a considerable amonnt of
interest to the speeches which have been
delivered during this debate I have been
struck by the fact that members, both new
and old, have taken full advantage of the
ruling given some time ago hy the Presi-
dent of the Legislative Council, that the
subjects which could be discussed upon the
Adldress-in-reply could be any items <on-
tained in the Speech, and any which in the
opinion of the member should have Dbeen
included in the Speech, thereby creating a
range of subjects to be dealt with of ex-
treme width. That is undoubtedly right.
I wish to congratulate all the new members
of this Assembly npon their election, also
to congratulate my old colleagnes who have
been re-elected. We, the old members, feel
that we have lost some good debaters, some
good comrades, and some good men amongst
the defeated candidates at the last general
clections, Notwithstanding that some ex-
tremely eapable men and able debaters were
defeated at the last elections, and that
there were some who did not seek re-
eleetion, I |Dbelieve thar the debating
strength of the Assembly bas not in any
degree suffered as a result of the elections.

Mr, Pickering: We have had pretty goed
evidenee of that,

Mr. MULLANY: A good deal has been
suid during this debate upon the econstitu-
tion of the various parties in Parliament,
and as to whether they are open to outside
influences or outside organisations, Asg [
said years ago when I first came to this
Chamber, [ am absolutely free to vote just
as I please upon any subject that comes
before the House. I am not much concerned
as to the situation in which other members
find themselves. I would say this to new
members both of the Country Party and
of the Labour Party, seeing that I have
had some experience of the work of politi-
cal organisations, that if they follow out
the constitution of their various organisa-
tions in its entirety and submit their will
to be infinenced by discussions anywhere
else but in-this Chamber, they will before
their term expires find themselves in a false
position. I heard the member for Leonora
in his speech complain that, at the end of
last session when he was here, there were
matters affecting the mining industry under
discussion and that members did not stay
t> listen to the debate, but went out inte
the corridors and merely dropped in when a
division oceurred and voted with the Gov-
ermment, That sort of thing may occur at
times. [ ask any member whether he is

. bound by the decisions of some outside or-

ganisation or otherwise, what is the use of
continuing a debate on any subjeet when
members come into the Chamber with their
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minds already madé up regarding that par-’

tieular subject. 1 poticed in the ‘‘Westra-
lian Worker’’ last week that my friend and
celleague the Opposition Whip had indulged
in his usual practice of writing up the per-
sonnel of the Assembly.

Hon. I, Collier: How do you know he did?

Mr, MULLAXNY: I will put it to the hon,
member. If he denies it I will accept his
denial,

Hon, I'. Collier: ¥ou are not justified in
making that assertion.

Mr. MULLANY: That is my impression,
and [ Jo not think the hon. metnber will
deny it.

Hon. P. Collier: He did deuny it.

Mr. MULLANY: He makes a “statcment
there suggesting that I regret the action I
tnok some three or four years ago when I
parted company with the Labour Party. 1
ao not know how that impression got abroad.

Hon, P. Collier: He was very generous to
you in saying that.

Mr. MULLANY: That may be so. I am
not worrying about that. The impression
may have got about in this way, that I have
on many occasions expressed regret, and I
express it again now, not that I tock the ac-
tion 1 did, but that the necessity tor taking
such action ever arose. After the lapse of
over three years should gsimilar circumstances
again arise { see no other course of action
for me to take than that ome. We all regret
the continued decline of our gold production.
Is is indeed sad to see in suebh a bad way
the old deep mines, each of which kept em-
ployed from 100 to 300 men for the last 20
years to 25 years. Many of these old gold
produvers are just now going out of exist-
ence. I do not blame, and never have blamed,
the Arbitration Court award which was given
last year for the fact that these mines are
closing down. I am of opinicn that the award of
these comparatively high wages on the fields
did not represent one fraction of a penny
per day more than the men engaged in the
minea were eutitled to, considering their
working conditions and the cost of living.
I do not altogether agree with the member
for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) in his eriti-
cism of the Lancefield miners in turning
down the proposition for the co-operative
working of the mine, failing which the mine
was to be closed down., I consider that nego-
tiations were broken off too quickly by both
sifdes, that very little patience was shown
either by the mine owners or by the leaders
of the men. A little mors persuasion might
have brought the proposal to fruition. Not
the least of the causes contributing to the
existing depression on the goldfields is that
the Chamber of Mines, namely those in con-
trol of the mines of this Btate te-day, are
deliberately slowing down this year. They
are not satisfied with the termns of the arbi-
tration award, and they are dQeliberately
secking to do just as little as they possibly
ean while econtinuing to hold their leases un-
der present conditions. That poliey may be
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right as & business policy from their point
of view; they consider only the interests of
their parficular business. But the matter
has another aspeect. A little further effort
might have been made by the mine owners to
prevent the closing down of the mines, be-
cange this, in its turn, meant the breaking up
of the homes of many men, a large propor-
tion of these homes being of 20 and 25 years
standing. T shall not deal furtber with the
mining industry on this occasion, since, when
the Wstimates come down, as they will
shortly, there will be opportunity for giving
the matter practical consideration, and for
making practical Bsugpgestions as to the
future of the industry. I wish to congratu-
late the Leader of the Opposition vpon the
absotute fairness of the nattitude he has
adopted on this occasion, and indeed on all
occasions, towards the Premier and Trea-
surer. The attitude of the Leader of the
Opposition was such as to draw from the
member for South Fremantle (Mr, MeCal-
lum) the comment that it was, if anything,
too fair, In my opinion, however, no man
can be too fair. No man in the history of
the world has ever dore an injury either to
himself or to any other person by being
fair. On the other hand, the man who holda
a responsible position but lacks the element
of fairness and fails to do justice to his op-
ponents, is, and in the history of mankind
frequently has been, responsible for mueh
suffering. At the outset of the Parlia-
mentary career of the member for South Fre-
mantle, though by no means at the outset of
his public career, I desire to say that, useful
as his work has been to tbis Btate, it would
have been of still greater benefit to Western
Australia, and also to the organisation of
which he has been the executive head for a
considerable number of years, if he himself
were possessed of a larger measvre of thai
gpirit of fairness whick the Leader of the
Opposition has always displayed in this
Chamber. Tndustrial wnrest seems to coma
up like 5 hardy annual for diseussion; we
always have had it, and probably we always
will have it. Practically every member who
has applied himself to this debate has stated
that he is in favour of arbitration for the
settlement of indnpstrial disputes. 1 believe
all of us are, .

Mr. Munsie: One of your colleagues is
not. I refer to the member for Roehourne
{Mr. Tceadale).

Mr, MULLANY: That hon. member can
speak for himself. T have not, however,
heard him express himself to the effect al-
leged. The opinion I refer to means that
one is opposed to strikes if they can pos-
gibly be aveided. I believe that in this State
we have had some strikes which could have
been aveided. The member for South Fre-
mantle was no doubt quite correct in saying
that the disputes committee of the Trades
Hall have ne part in declaring a strike on.
The organisation simply says, ‘‘We go out
on strike,’” and then the control of the mat-
ter is banded over to the disputes committee.
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I ask the member for Hannans (Alr. Munsie)
in the absence of the member for Bouth Fre-
mantle, whether it ia not a fact that some
years ago the State executive of the Aus-
tralian Labour Federation here im Perth
passed a resolution that no organisation
should receive any support from the affiliated
organisationg if it took such a matter into
its own hands, and declared a strike without
prior consultation with the other unions in
the affiliation.

Mr. Corboy: But you know how hard it
is to enforee such a ruling.

Mr. MULLANY: Yes, I do. T know that
some years ago, when the then horse-drivers’
union eame out oun strike, it did not cousult
the affiliated organisations before doing so,
and consequently the horse-drivers were abso-
Iutely turned down by the affiliated organisa-
tions.

Mr. Munsie: 1 may correet the hon. mem-
ber. The matter is decided not by the State
executive, hut by the mefropolitan and other
district councils.

Mr. MULLANY: The State executive, I
think, T believe I was piesent when the

regolution was passed.
" Mr. Muasie: No.
that.

Mr. MULLANY: I may be wrong. Dur-
ing the time of the Beaddan Government the
horse-drivers, coming out on strike, received
no support from the affiliated organisations;
and individual members of the horse-drivers’
union, and also the union itself, were fined
for infringement of the Arbitration Aet. T
eaanot say whether the fines were ever paid.
I regret that the ruling in question is not
now being enforced. The failure to do so
puts the disputes committee in a false posi-
tion. We all admit that the working of the
Arbitration Court is not as smooth as it
gshould be, the principal cause of complaint
being the extraordinarily long delays which
ao frequently oceur before people involved
in an industrial dispute or having an. indus-
trial grievance can obtain aeccess to the court.
I hold that sometbing eculd now be done to
relicve that situation. Hon. members will
bho aware that during the last week or two
the Arbitration Court, consisting as it does
of a Judge of the Supreme Court and two
other members, has been putting in its
time in the metropolitan area and at
Collie hearing what, after all, are trivial
charges of breachea of arbitration awards,
In my opinion to eall upon the Ar.
bitration Court te go around the -coun-
try deciding such trivial eases is  not
giving the Court a fair chance to do its pro-
per work. Just as we here in Parliament
have been given power to make laws for the
Btate, bat are not called upon to fine people
for breaking the laws—this work being done
by the ordinary law eourts—so technieal
breaches of arbitration awards eould be dealt
with quite effectively by police magistrates
throughont the State. The Arbitration
Court should confine itself entirely to the
settlement of industrial disputes.

They could not earry

{ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. T, Walker: The Act provides that
such charges can be heard in ordinary courta.

Mr. MULLANY: Notwithstanding that,
however, we are told that the Arbitration
Court is congested, and we see the members
of that court devoting week after week to
deciding trivial charges of Threaches of
awards.

Mr. Heron: That is dve fo the mine mana-
guTE.

Mr. MULLANY: In my opinion, another
cause contributing towards the delays in the
Arbitration Court is this: As we are aware,
no lawyer is aliowed to appear in that court
as an advocate except with the cousent of
the opposing side. This imay or may not be
vight; it from my own observation I knew,
and 1 believe every member will bear me out
in this, that a system has grown up of bav-
ing what may be tormed amateur advocates
who put in no inconsiderable part of their
time conducting cases hefore the Arbitra-
tion Court, The term “amateur” is applied by
me not in a sporting sense, as meaning that
the man gets his bare expenses, or very little
over, for what he does; but in the sense that
these advocates have no professional status.
I consider there is teo much of that amateur
advoeacy, I fail to see the necessity for the
bringing in of an outsider in the person of
Mr. James QGardiner as advocate for the
Railway Department in the recent engine-
drivers’ case. I consider that just as the
union is represented by a member of its
organisation, usuvally the secretary, so there
should be in the Railway Department an
officer fully qualified to go into the Arbitra-
tion Court and put up the department’s case.
When an outsider like Mr. Gardiner is
brought in, the first thing he has to do is to
go to the railway officers to have a brief pre-
pared for him, to absorh seme sort of railway
knowledge. Further, the Arbitration Court
should wuot, I think, be continually seeking
for technical flaws. The proceedings in that
eourt should be more in the nature of a
heart to heart talk between the parties to
the dispute, and the members of the court
should have sufficient experience to get
through the cases much quicker than they
do. There is too much semi-professional ad-
voeaey in our Arbitration Court to-day, and
the sooner some of it is cut out the better it
will be for the interests of the unions and
for those of the workers generally. With
regrard to technicalities, I observed in yester-
day’s newspaper that the President of the
court has said that if certain eases were put
before him again in the same form he would
simply adjourn them until they were put for-
ward properly. From a layman’s stand-
point I ask,- why should it be npecessary for
the President of the Arbitration Court to
adjourn eases in this manaer, involving addi-
tional expense oand delay, simply on the
grovnd that the people who should have re-
Plied to the demands of the union did not
state reasons for comhating certain demandr,
but contented themselves with merely saying,
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‘"We object to this.,”’ If those employers
whe are being cited are lackadaisical enongh
to allow their cases to go before the court 1n
this form, what is there to prevent the Presi-
dent of the court dealing with a case as it
is presented to him and on its merits? It
appears to me that teco many legal techni-
calitics are allowed to creep in and surround
the work of the Arbitration Court. Hon.
members will, no doubt, have noticed a para-
graph in the ‘“ West Australian’’ a few days
ago regarding an appeal made by Mr. Theo-
dore, the Premier of Queensland, to the
labourites -and unionists of that State. His
appeal was that he should be assisted to pass
out that undesirable element termed the
LW W, organisation. Mr. Theodore only said,
publiely exaetly what the members of the
National Labour Party have been saying con-
tinually for the past four years.

Hon. P. Collier; Our movement has always
repudiated the LW.W,

Mr. MULLANY: Just so. I would like to
read an extract from the speech the Premier
of Queensland made. He said—

During the last two years the LW.W.
has been causing a great deal of trouble
in the Innisfail (sugar) distriet. Their
activities have created strikes and disturb-
ances at Babinda, South Johnstone, and

Mourilyan, and led to interruption of
crushing at the South Jobnstone sugar
mills.

Further on he says—

Recent happenings at Innisfail are the
direct result of - the threatened ountbreak.
The time has arrived for the labour move-
ment and the affilinted unions to take a
hand. If the Labour movement is to sur-
vive, the unions, the ALP. and the Gov-
ernment must co-operate to rid the com-
munity of this ruinous organisation. The
task is simple. The adherents of the Lab-
our movement out-nuimmber the I.W.W.-itea
by 20 to ome.

What sort of an indietment is this appeal
from the Premier of Queensland? If those
labourites and unionists have been influenced,
as the Premier says, by this small handful
of LW, W, advocates, and if the latter have
been able to do so mnch damage in Queens.
land, it i9 really a serious indietment. What
must the position be when we have the Leader
of the Labour Party in tueensland, who is
the Premier of that State, making the an-
nouncement that these few LW, W. apitators
have been able to sway in some of the dis-
tricts the people there to the exent that he
guoted, sound unionists upon whem the Pre-
mier of that SBtate depends to enable him
to earry on the work of the State. I want
to say, more particularly to members on the
opposite side of the House, that if they are
sincere in their professions, and I believe
they are, they should be prepared te do all
they can to help the Premier of Western
Australia to carry on under the extremely
difficult conditions which exist by responding
to the eall of the Labour Premier in Queens-
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land to do all they can to kill this damnable
organisation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no such or-
ganisation in Western Australia.

Hon. T. Walker: They are all dead.

Mr. MULLANYs: The member for East
Perth (Mr. Simons) asked whether there had
been any aceredited Labour leader im Aus-
tralia who had advocated LW_W, principles.
Do we call an ¢lected member of Parliament
in this State an accredited Labour leader?
If not, whom de we call an aceredited Labour
leader? I wish to quote just now a statement
made by W. L, Jones, who, throughout last
Parliament, represented the electorate of Fre-
mantle as an accredited Labour leader. This
is what he said—

It will be a sorry day for the friends of
the Government when the workers of the
country no longer go on strike, It will
mean that members of labour organisationa
will be go strongly and scientifieally organ-
ised that when they wish to redress a griev-
ance against their employers, they will no
longer need to withdraw the whole of their
labour power, but will withdraw a little
of it whilst continuing to take their wages
as before. In other words they will go slow
and sabotage their employers, They are
not yet sufficiently organised to do that,
but I am endeavouring to do my part to
that end.

That was a definite enough announcement in
this Chamber from an aceredited Labour
leader in Western Australia.

Mr, Marshall: And he lost his seat,

Mr. MULLANY: Yes, but do not forget,
even after he made that announcement in this
Chamber, he was again duly selected as a
Labour candidate.

Mr. Marshall: And he is just as much
entitled to his opinion as you are to yours.

Mr. MULLANY: Perhaps so, and I hope
my young friend who has just interjected will
also not hesitate to express his opinion in this
Houge. I give credit to those sound labour-
ites in the Fremantle electorate for the de-
feat of W. L. Jones. Fremantle is, and al-
ways should be, a Labour electorate, and
Labour would have held that seat but for the
candidate that they chose. The defeat of
the late member was, to a large extent, due
to the attitude of rhe genuine Lahourites at
Premantle. They declared that they would
not have Jones and that they would try some-
one else. It is interesting at times to try
to find out exactly what is going on in the
industrial arena, and T am going to ask mem-
hérs on the Opposition benches if they can
explain a quotation which I am about to make
from the ‘‘Westralian Worker’’ of the 20th
December Jast. It says —

On Tuesday last a visit was paid by Or-
ganiser Butler to the Burswood Cement
Co’s. works. A dinner hour meeting was
held on the neeessity for the men becoming
thoroughly organised and educated in
order to be able te take control and
operate the avorks should the pecessity
arise,
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A dinner hour meeting to deal with the neces-
sity for the men becoming organised with a
view of taking econtrol of the works should
the necessitv arise!

Hon. T. Walker: What is wrong with that!

My, MULLANY: I want to know what it
means.

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: What is the interpre-
tation that you are putting on it!

Mr. MULLANY: I am asking what it
menns,

Mr. Marshall:

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
have had their opportunity.

Mr. MULLAXNY: I do not know what con-
struction to put wpon it.

Give us vour version of it
Hon. members

Hon. T. Walker: I c¢annot see anything’

very wrong with it.

Mr, MULLAXNY : The paragraph says ‘‘To
take control of the works should the necessity
arize.’’ What 1 wounld like to know ia
whether this ia a Jittle organising on the part
of T. (!. Butler on his own initiative, or
whether there is propaganda work poing on
to endeavour to edueate the workers in the
various industries to get them to combine with
the view of taking control of those industries.
It-appears somewhat significant to me that this
kind of propaganda work should have been
going on in December last, more particularly
in view of the resolutions passed at the
Labour conterence held in Melbourne, I econ-
fess I do pot know the meaning of the para-
graph, and I would like to know whether
anyone on the Opposition benchea can tell me
what it means.

Mr. Simens: It means that they are stuly-
ing for promotion to managing positions
should vacancies occur. '

Mr. Walker: Co-operative Commonwealth,

"Mr. O'Loghlen: If it were not for the edn-
cation imparted by the Labour movement,
your side would not exist. .

Mr. Marshall: Why should they not take
control!

Mr. SPLEAKER: Order!
must keep order.

Mr. MULLANY: We had a most interest-
ing address from the member for East Perth
the other night, and he, I think it was, dis-
claimed any connection between the Labour
organisation and the I.W.W. organisation, in
this State. T quite agree with him there. He
went on to say, as proof of this, and as proof
also that Australians were not concerned with
the TLW.W, movement to any great extent,
that he had the pleasure and privilege a few
weeks before of listening to no fewer than
1+ different speakers in the Sydney Domain,
not one of whom was an Australian, He said
that the speakers, hy their aecent, showed that
they were either Irishmen, Scotchmen Ameri-
cans, or Whitechapel Cockneys. T would like
to point out, however, that in these days,
when facilities for travel are afforded to all,
and when tbe people of different countries
meet 50 much, the¥ perhaps uneonseiously
absorb the dialects of those with whom they

Hon, members

“sents for reform!
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vome into contact. [t is quite possibde that
the hon. member himself, had he made the
fifteenth speaker, wonld have spoken in a
dizlect quite different from those he heard.
It is therefore extremely misleading to judge
people hy their dialect or aceent.

Mr. Munsie: Not one of those speakers be-
longed to the Labour party,

Mr, MULLANY: Tie member for East
Perth said that it was quite the right thing
that the Agent Gencral in London should
be elaborately houseld, anl that the furniture
should he of the most elaborate description.
T am not going to argue the point with the
hon. member, I believe it is right that the
representative of this State in London should
be decently housed, but the hon. member was
perturbed about the name over the door of
the residence bheing ‘‘ Westralia,”’ an abbre-
viation of the name of the State, and as the
hon, member deseribed it, a vulgarisation of
the term, This offended the hon, member and
perhaps rightly so. 1 can point out a won-
derful field in 1’erth where the hon. member
might iustitute reform. Tf he will get a copy
of the official organ of the party he repre-
scits, he will find that the name printed every
week on something like 15,000 copies of the
paper is the **Westralian Worker, "'

My, Simons: That was adopted when men
like you were controlling the movement. It
is oune of the heritages you left vs.

Ar., MULLANY: What a field that pre-
Why go to the Agent-Gen-
eral’s house in London when so much more
cffective work could he done bhere! Why nat
preveut these 15,000 eopies being distributed
every week containing the same vulgarisation
of Western Australial

Mr. Simons: The State is not paying for
that, anyhow,

Mr, MULLANY: The consideration as to
who payvs for it does not enter info the ques-
tinn, [ understood that this wvulgarisation
offended the artistic sense of the hon, mem-
ber.

Mr. Simons: We o not like paying for
such vulgarization.

Mr. MULLANY: The member for East
Perth also said that this State should do
snmething to seeure a great monument to the
memory of Lord Forvest, le asked whether
we were mere clods of wood or what were we

that we allowed time to gn on with-
out fittingly recognising the great ser-
vices Lord Forreat had rendered to this
State. In almost the same hreath, the
lion, member said it was all nonsense
to talk about the injustice Western

Australia had suffered under the Federal
compact. He said the one and only reason
for this was the character of our representa-
tives in the Federal Parliament; that these
representatives had not done their duty by
the State. I want to point out that Lerd For-
rest and the members of the organisation to
which the hon. member now belongs had until
last year, almost a monopoly of the repre-
sentation of Western Australia in the Ped-
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eral Parliament. His enlogism of Lord Yor-
rest would have been much more sincere if he
had omitted the other teferences.

Hon. W. C. Apngwin: That only eamc out
by way of interjection.

Mr. MULLANY: Of all the members of
this House who were associated when the un-
fortunate split oceurred in the Labour Party
three or four years ago, the nicwber for Mt.
Magnet (Mr. Troy) has harboured and
nursed a bitter and unreasonable hatred,
whieh he is apparently unuable ty contrgl, to-
wards members of the National Labour Party.
I regret that hon. member is not in his seat
at present. When a member of this House
adopts the practice which he has done for
some ycars past of coming here onmly infer-
mittently and taking every opportunity when
he is here of imsulting

Mr. Marshall: Address the Chair, not me,

My. MULLANY: [ would be very sorry to
address the hon. member. When you, Mr.
Speaker, call me te orler, I shall obey your
instruetions, but from the member for Mur-
chison | do not take instructions. The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet has taken every possible
opportunity of insulting membera of the
National Labour Party. So far does he go
that, on almost every oecasion when he is in
the House, we hear uttered in an undertone,
which you, Sir, cannot possibly hear, insult-
ing epithets which this man has not the
courage to utter aloud.

"Mr, O'Loghlen: Yes he has,

Mr. MULLANY: If the member for Mt..

Magnet wishes to continue that light reerea-
tion lhe should have the manliness to take a
geat on the other side of the Chamher so that,
when he does indulge in these remarks, the
Speaker or Chairman will have an opportunity
to lhear him and he will be made amenable
to the discipline of the Tlouge.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why not
Speaker’s attention to it?

Mr. MULLANY: It is impeossible to do
that, becavse the remarks are always made in
an undertone which the Speaker cannot hear.
I make this complaint, and ask if the member
for Mt, Magnet has any spark of the manli-
ness which he claims—

" Mr. O'Loghlen: He haa.

Mr, MULLANY: Then I ask him at least
to utter his comments sufficiently loud for
the Speaker to hear them.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Which he would do.

Mr, Chesgson: He would not deny a state-
ment if he had made it.

Mr. MULLANY: I have my opinion as
to why this gentleman is so bitter towards ua.
It is a fact that when the preat question of
military service overseas was put before the
people of Australia, the hon. member, until
he found that influential constituents of Mt.
Magnet were against it, was an advoecate of
congeription. At a Kalgoorlie conference he
advocated conseription and at the Timber
Workers’ Conference in Perth he spoke
strongly in favour of conscription and was
instrumental in getting a motion carried.

draw the

The member for Mt. Magunet prates about his
principles, and yet exhibits bitterness to-
wards those members who had the courage to
go on in support of comscription, and take
the risk whether they held their seats. This
is the underlying reason for the bitterness
of this individual to-day.

Mr. Munsie: When there was a majority
of 39,000 for conseription, you needed o lot
of courage to support it. The man who op-
posed it had maore.

My, MULLAXNY: F am not speaking about
the majority but merely what I believe is the
real reason for the bitterness shown by this
individual. The hon. member flourished be-
fore this House a circular which he said had
been cireulated in the Murchison electorate
and which condemned the members of the
National Labour Party for having introduced
the question of sectarianism.

Mr, O’'Loghlen: Nothing of the kind.

Mr, MULLANY: He did.

Mr, O’Loghlen: He did not; he accused
an organisation.

Mr, Marshall: Here it is.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The member for Hannans
will read the circular.

Mr. MULLANY: I have a few words to
gny on the question of sectarianism. T re-
gret that it has been introduced because it
would be well in the interests of this voun-
try that this thing, which is brought up
particularly at election time, should be freely
discussed among members with a view to
showing the absurdity of such an issue. 1T
am npt casting a reflecetion on any religion.
I believe this world would be a poor place
if there were no such thing as religion, but
when we talk of sects we are dealing with a
totally different propesition. What is the
meaning of sectarianism? Simply that in a
country where 95 per cent. of the people
are professed Christians, there is a difference
of opinion as to which particular road they
should travel in order to get to a particular
place. It would be just as logieal for people
to quarrcl among themselves regarding the
wisdom of travelling te Melbourne by train
or hoat, as to quarrel over sectarian differ-
ences. I believe that the man or woman who
attempts to introduce into this sunny land
of Australia the unfortunate religious differ-
ences which existed in Europe in the dark
ages is not a good citizen. Such a person
has reason to he ashamed of himself. The
scetarian issue should not be introduced, and
we should do all in cur power to keep clear
of it. We have in Australia a free sunny
land as & heritage for our children, and it is
damnablé that any individual, whether a sup-
porter ¢f yellow, green, or any other colour,
shonld attempt to introduee such a contro-
versy into Australia.

"Mr. Marghall: Therc is no atiempt about
it; they- have done it,

Mr. MULLANY: I believe it i8 extremely
inadvisable for Churchmen occupying high
positions—I care not what their denomina-
tion may be—to take an active part in
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politieal affairs. I conmsider that the
functions of the Church are entirely
apart from political functions and that the
two shoukl be kept distingt. I have made
these few remarks with the idea of repudiat-
ing any suggestions that I have ever been
contemptible enough te wuse sectarian in-
fluences in political matters. The member
for Leonora (Mr. Heron) mildly and in a
most kindly manner, expressed wonder as to
how it ever became possible for a man with
a record in labour organisations like that of
the member for Kalgoorlie - (Mr. Boyland}
should have ecome here practically as a nom-
inee of the Chamber of Mines, because he
was returned as a member for the National-
ist Party. I would ask the member for Leo-
nora is it or is it not a fact that in the
1917 election he was a member of Mr. George
Foley’s committee and was largely instru-
mental in securing the return of that gentle-
man ¢

My, Heron: T say it is not correct; I was
never on his committee.

Mr. MULLANY:
tormed

Mr. Heron: I do not care.
statement is not correct,

Mr. MULLANY: I aceept the hon. mem-
ber’s {enial, of course.

I have been in-

I say your

Mr. Heron: I was a conscriptionist, but
not a Nationalist.
Mr. MULLANY: T accept the denial

but Mr. Foley stated on his return here that

the present member for Leonora wounld under,

no eireumstances oppose him for the seat.

Mr. Heron: Not while he was available.

Hon. T. Walker: You know what Foley is.

Mr, MULLANY: I took some little part
in that election and I know that although the
present member for Leonora says he was
never a Nationalist

Mr. Munsie: He did not say even that.

Mr. MULLANY: He did. He said he
was a conscriptionist, but not a Nationdlist.

Hon. W .C Angwin: I say Iam a
Nationalist and always have been one.

Mr. MULLANY: I have been informed
that the present member for Leonora owes
his retorn to this Honse to the fact that he
was considered to be a Nationalist. This has
been stated to me repeatedly. T have been
told that Heron js as good a Nationalist as
Foley or any of them,

Mr. Boyland: He distinctly said at a Kal-
goorlie conference that he supported the
Nationalist ticket.

Mr. MULLANY:; I do not intend to deal
with the deficit. T admit that we must leave
that to the responsible Ministers, but we can
assist them in every way to get through the
present hard times.- Still, T am getting
tired of hearing members of successive Minis-
tries say with regard to the Civil Service
that they have not the power that they
showld have to control the departments, that
the rervice is really controlled by the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner and the various
headg of the departments. The Minister for
Works made that statement only two even-
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ings ago; I have a distinet recollection of
having heard a former Treasurer, Mr. James
Gardinegr, make a similar statement; I be-
lieve the Leader of the Opposition has made
a gimilar swatemeni, and I am sure that the
present Minister for Mines has done like-
wise. I want to ask Ministers, seeing that
there is a concensus of opinion that it is al-
most impessible to administer the depart-
ments to their satisfaetion under the pre-
gent Public Service Act, whether they intend
to bring in a Bill to remedy this state of af-
fairs, The statement was made the other
night that we cannot carry on satisfactorily
under the present eonditions, but that we
want more Ministerial contro! as against de-
partmental control or control by the heads
of departments. In view of this position, 1
ask the Government whether they intend to
do anything to relieve the position. I am
sure they will get sufficient support on both
sides of the House to carry any legislation
in thig direetion, In conclusion, T want ilo
have a few words to say upon a most import-
ant matter in which members of the Country
Party know I have taken a keen interest.
[ refer to the question whether we shall
establish a State wheat pool in Western Aus-
tralia this year. With the Leader of the
Opposition and many other members in this
Chamber, I wonld be extremely sorry if the
wheat growers of Western Australia were to
be forced back to the old system under which
they depended upon the private merchants to
dispose of their wheat, I believe the great
majority of wheat growera desire a wheat
pool. While I am prepared to support legis-
lation with that end in view, I think that
before we do that, there should be some de-
finite understanding as to what the price of
wkeat for local consumption should be.

Mr. Mann: And also of bran and pollard.

Mr. MULLANY: Hon. members who were
here during the last Parliament will remem-
ber that T tabled a motion in this Chamber
dealing with this question. The motion was
carried. It was worded to the following ef-
fect— :
That in the opinion of this House the
practice of making world’s parity a basis
for fixing prices of commodities produced
and consumed in Australia is unsound, and
that cost of production and forwarding to
market should be the factors considered
in fixing such prices.
Buch a proposal may not meet with the views
of all members of this Chamber, but T en-
deavoured to make it comprehensive and to
get down to the point that T do not believe
wheat growers or any other section of pro-
ducers in Western Australia are entitled to
make our own peoplc pay an abnormally
high price for the commodities they are pro-
dueing,

Mr. A. Thomson: There is no desire to do

80,

Mr. MULLAXNY: Although I believe that
a majority of the Country Party were op-
posed to any such motion as that, they did
not discwss the motion in the ITouse.
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The Minister for. Agriculture: You know
why. *

Mr, MULLANY: I know, and I was sorry
it was not disenssed. My primary object in
bringing forward the motion was to get a
discussion on the sebject. We did not get
that discussion, but at the same time that
motion stands as & resolution carried by this
House, I think I wounld be guite within my
rights in asking the Premier to say, on be-
half of the Government, if they intend to
- give effect to that resolution, No attempt
has been made so far and I do not desire at
this juncture to foree it. I ask members
represeating the wheat growers to consider
the position. The member for York (Mr.
Lutham)}, in seconding the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, which mo-
tion was so ably moved by our lady member,
the member for West Perth (Mlrs. Cowan},
suggested that owing to the declining state
of the gold-mining industry the tnen engaped
in that industry sheul@ forego something to
keep the indvstry going. The Deputy
Leader of the Country Party (Mr. A. Thom-
son) also made a remark in the same strain.
I do not know exactly what those members
meant by their suggestion but the only con-
struetion I could place upon their remarks
was that they thought the mine workers
should be willing to accept lower wages.

Mr. T.atham: You dissect my arguments
badly.

Mr. MULLANY: That was my idea of
what the hon. member meant.

Mr. Corboy: And that was his intention
too.

Mr. Latham: You should mention taxation
firgt,

Mr. MULLANY: The Arbitration Counrt
award in connection with the mining industry
wag only given after an exhaustive inquiry
into the eost of living in that part of the
State,

Mr. A. Thomson: We have no objection.

Mr. MULLANY: If it is right that the
miners should forego portion of their wages
as suggested—and it must be remembered
that the profits from the mines in Western
Australia, except from a very few of the
ricker propositions, bave almost reached the
vanishing point:

Mr. A. Thomacn: Unfortunately so.

Mr., MULLANY: T ask the representatives
of the wheat growers, while we all admire
what they have done to bring wheat produc-
tion to its present status—and we must admit
that when mining was proceeding satisfae-
torily and the State was prosperons generally,
it was through the gold produetion that the
State was ahle to assist men to go on the
land and thus helped them to their present
position—I ask the wheat growers whether,
in their days of presperity, it is not a fair
thing to ask them to forego some little pro-
portion of their returns te help other pro-
ducers to keep going. What is London
parity? How comes it about? XNo wheat
grower will say that under the present con-
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ditions in Western Australia he cannot make
a profit on an average farm in the wheat belt,
at 6s. a bushel. When the Premier some two
years ago took a party of Parliamentarians
and others through the wheat belt, along the
Dowerin-Merredin line and through the Bruce
Rock and other districts, he was able to an-
nounce that, for the price of wheat at the
siding for that year, he was able to guar-
antee 5s. at the siding. The announcement
was the suceess of the trip, as the reports in
the f'West Austrglian’’ will show, I re-
member meeting after meeting when that
announcement was made and it was pleasing
to see the looks of pleasure on the faces of
the farmers who listened to the announce-
nient, Many of them told me that they were
all right as they could get thtough on 5s.
prer bughel, and meet their immediate troubles
comfortably. That shows that at that figure
they werc able to make a reasonable profit.
I want the repregentatives of the wheat
growers to seriously consider this pesition.
When they come to the question of appoint-
ing a wheat board again, is it reasonable to
ask the State to guarantee their price and
practically eliminate the middleman and
Landle the harvest and yet charge only the
exact cost of handling? We should
et 1id of the middlemnan., I ask the Country
Party representatives, however, if it is right
and reasonable to ask the Government to
come to thiz Parliament, congisting of repre-
centatives of various industries, with a re-
quest to agree to eliminate the middleman
simply in the interests of the producers,
while the interests of the consumers are not
to be considered at all?

AMr, Latham: Who pays the taxes?

Mr. MULLANY: There can be no getting
away from the fact that that is the position.
The State is asked to form a wheat pool and
the farmers are to get the world’s parity;
we are to eliminate the middleman and so
on, yet the consmners’ interests are not taken
into consideration. What is the main reason.
for the high price of wheat to-day? It is
not easy to follow, From what I can gather,
however, the principal reason for the exces-
give price to-day iz duve to the fact that
Russia, which in pre-war times was a large
cxporter of wheat, and of other foodstuffs,
hag practically ceased to produce. In any ease,
Russia has ceased to export. Members of
the Country Party have referred to Bolshev-
ism which ig popularly understood to mean
that the Bolshevists are breaking down every-
thing and producing mnothing, They express
horror at that sort of thing, yet they have
no compunction in asking for world’s parity
for themselves and, by so doing, they are
taking advantage of the Bolshevigt revolution
in Russia.

Mr. A. Thomson: You do not hold us re-
sponsible for that, surely.

Mr. MULLANY: No, but I ask members
of the Comntry Party to consider this posi-
tion: no people did more than the residents
of Western Australia during the war period.
Ts it a fair thing for the wheat growers to



432

penalise our people who are carrying om
other industries, because Russia has not
settled down! That is what it amounts to.
I have no desire to unduly harass the wheat-
grower, but in the interests of the whole State,
it is not the matter of the few pennies which
represent the difference in the price of wheat
that makes the whole difference. It goes further
than that. The member for East Perth (Mr,
Bimons) mentioned last night that the price
of bread, wheat and flour is the basis of the
price of a good many different commodities.
It goes further than that in these dire times
which we are facing in the State. Nothing
we can do as a Government, or as members
of this Chamber to endeavour to show con-
sideration for all sectious of the people
throughout the State should be omitted, and
we should endeavour to give a fair deal to all
eoncerned, T believe and trust that the mewm-
bers of the Country Party if they discuss this
matter dispassionately will see that if they
give up the matter of the few pence in res-
pect of the world’s parity, it is possible, and
I hope it will come to pass, that a working
agreement will be arrived at in regard to the
wheat pool and that it will be formed. I
truat too that the priee for local consumption
will be fixed at a reasonable rate in the in-
terests of those engaged in other industries
throughout the State and that the rate will
be fixed for the term of the Parliament which
is now beginning its work,

Mr. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [5.43]: Al-
low me to congratulate the member for West
Perth (Mrs, Cowan) on being the first lady
to be elected in Parliament in Australia. I
am perfectly satisfied that with her publie
reeord she will be a decided acquisition to
this Chamber. Seeing that we have the
mother of the Honse on the Ministerial side
of the House and the baby of the House on
the Opposition side, I believe that the mem-
ber for West Perth would be more ecomfort-
able than she is at present if she were sitting
alongside the baby. .

The Minister for Mines: No, the baby is
more comfortable away from the mother.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I congratulate the
leaders of both sides of the House on the
fine fecling and example they have shown to
other members, If we as new members fol-
low the example set us by our leaders I feel
sure that our relations, when this Parliament
is terminated, will be very amicable indeed.
As a new member I have listened to the de-
bate with great interest, more particularly
to the remarks concerning the deficit. Al-
though many suggestions have been put for-
ward a3 to how we can overcome the deficit,
I do not think we have yet been shown how
we ean wipe it out and place Western Ans-
tralia in that position where we all desire
to ser her. The main point that seems to
have been missed is the huge interest hill we
have to meet every year. Many members,
more particularly those on the Government
side, seem to make a target of the public
servants. I protest against this.
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Mrs. Cowan: Hear, kear!

Mr. CLYDESDALE: 1t is not rightethat
the public servants should be blamed almost
entirely for the deficit. The member for
Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) yesterday made
the most doleful apeech I have heard in my
21 years of publie life.

Mr, Teesdale: You bave a lot to learn.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: I should not have
been surprised if he had wound up by de-
claring that the deficit was due to the publie
scrvants having gone to the football mateh.
The annual interest bill which has to be met
by the State and all public bodies in it is
almost killing progresa, The only way in
which to reduwce the deficit is by increasing
population and production, Before we start
to increase our population we should see to
it that our own people are properly employed.
I do not think the remedy lies in the dismissal
of public servants, or anybody else. Surely
there are sufficient brains in the House to
evolve some scheme under which, instead of
sacking people, we shall create fresh em-
ployment. No State ever progressed by sack-
ing its own people. During the last 12
months 2,700 immigrants arrived in this
State; yet every day we are sacking men
wherever possible, while placing new arrivals
in positions. Is it fair to sack our own men
and bring in others to fill the positions which
may be offering! I am not opposed to im-
migration. I have done as much for
immigration as any other man in this State.
But I want to protest against the manner in
which public servants are treated after being
dismissed. T am not going te say that those
men should be kept on although there is no
work for them to do. But before the Gov-
ernment dismiss public servants they should
give thein reasonable notice, and should call
them together and give them an opportunity
to securc any other positions which may be
offering. Under the existing system, men
who have oecupied positions of trust in the
State for a number of years are being dis-
missed at almost a moment’s notice. In my
own electorate one man, after five years ser-
viee in the Crown Law Department, has been
dismissed. He has a large family, he bas in-
curred liabilities and built a home, and now
he cannot get work anywhere. Such men are
entitled to just as much protection as is the
farmer who is gnaranteed 9s. a bushel for
his wheat., 1 am a strong advocate for in-
ereasing our population by immigration, and
I am a strong advocate of land settlement.
8till it is not of much use bringing immi-
grants to Western Australia unless we have
land ready for them om arrival. If we have
not the land ready for them, the mext best
thing is to make the owners of land adjein-
ing the railways utilise it, or alternatively,
release it, T cannot understand why the men
tilling the soil are in many cases opposed to
the idea that the land owner not tilling the
a0il gshould be taxed. Why did the railways
have to impose extra charges to the tune of
£1010,000 last year? I will anawer it this way:
The man who is tilling the seil produced, say,
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100 tons of commodities, and used the rail-
ways for their transport; whereas the man
alongside of him allowed his land to lie idle,
and produced nothing. The man whe, through
the railway charges, bad to pay for that idle
land, was the man who worked his own land.
The sooucr the farmer realizes that, the bet-
ter. L hope the Prender will be able to an-
nounce ere long that land lying idle must be
used .or forfeited.

Mr, Mann: He said that the other night.

My, CLYDESDALE: But it was not a de-
finite pronotncement. I had something to do
with the opening up of the Peel estate. We
were told that the land there was not fit for
settlement. To-day 40 or 30 farmers are set-
tled on that estate. We were told also that
udjoining the IPeel estate there is another
60,000 aeres of land of higher quality, all
Iying idle. The sooner that 60,000 aeres is
utilised, the better for Western Australia. I
am connected with an organisation that has
had something to do with the placing of a
number of immigrants on the land, Since 1st
July of last year we have dealt with 2,795
persons. We placed 1,995 oversea immigrants,
and 471 of local unemployed. In second posi-
tions we placed 315. That means that of those
men who went to positions and, for some
‘yeason or another, could not hold them, but
returned to us, we placed 315 again. In third
positions we placed 96. We kept a record of
those 2,795. The records show that the total
failures numbered only 113. That is very
creditable, I have been informed that there
are 227 immigrants to arrive this week, and
that the whole of them, except married cou-
ples, have been placed. I shall have some-
thing to say about married couples later, Be-
fore these ex-serviee men are sent on to
farms it would be wise to pat the majority
of them through some sort of instructional
school. At the elose of the war, when our
soldiers returned, a number of them applied
to the Lands Department for land. Although
they had served their country well, they were
told that they did not possess the mecessary
qualifications as applicants for land. We
formed a committes and edueated those men
up to the standard at which they were able
to secure the qualification certificates, and
400 of them were placed on the land. Con-
gider the position of an immigrant leaving
the Old Country in the middle of winter and
arriving here in the middle of summer, Take
the altered conditions he has to withstand.
More especinlly is it so with the women., In
this conneetion, the women of Western Ans-
tralia have not taken the interest in the
women folk arriving here which might rea-
sonably bhave been expected of them.

Mrs, Cowan: Every effort they have made
has heen frustrated.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: They have not done
what they should have donme. Before these
men are placed on the land they should .be
given instruction. FEven our own farmers,
the returned soldiers on the land, have told
me that it has taken them two years in which
to determine the quality of the soil and how
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to treat it. That being so, how long will it
take the oversea immigrant to determine these
questions? When we put our men through
the school we taught them horse-shoeing,
ploughing, shearing, plumbing, baking, miik-
ing, almost everytbing necessary on a farm.
1 saw men who could not read a two-foot
rule come into that school, and swithin three
mouths they were making tables. I saw two
men make a 200-gallon tank. Only last
month, in the wheat area I visited a black-
smith’s shop. There were there five men and
12 horses. The whole day was oceupied in
getting those horses shod. It meant the loss
of a day for five men and 12 horses. If thosa
men had had instruction in shoeing they
conid have been oceupied on the farms for
by far the greater part of that day. Having
placed men on the land, the Government re-
quire to go further and guarantee them some
sort of market for their products, The time
must come when there will be a large num-
ber of unemployed whe will have te be pro-
tected just as much as is the farmer. If
De Garis can guarantee his settlers a market
for 10 years, why caunot the Government do
the same?

Mr. Angelo: Becanse the Government are
not De Garis.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Then the sooner they
become De Garis the better for the State.

The Minister for Agriculbure: The Govern-
ment guarantee the settlers assistance over
an extensive period.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: They must go fur-
ther than that. When the harvesting is over
there will be a large number of wnemployed.
Some sort of protection in the way of
insurance should be given these men also.
The man who is out of work through no
fault of his own is-just as much entitled to
protection as is the farmer who wants 9s.
a bushel for his wheat. There is one matter
which very considerably affects my clector-
ate, T represent the largest anumber of
electora in any one constituency in the State.
I mention this faet becavse in that electorate
four tramway extensions are required. Each
and every one of these is necessary, and I,
personally, am going to fight until they are
all completed, notwithstanding that the mem-
ber for Leederville (Capt. Carter) developed
a brain wave when he saw that the ‘‘West
Avustralian’’ was opposed to the tramway
extengion to South Perth. That hon. mem-
ber said, ‘‘Here is a chanece for me now; I
will make a name for myself; my name will
go down to posterity because I tell the
people that we have spent altogether too
much money in Perth.”” One of the four
tramway extensions required is the Beaufort-
street-Mount Lawley, a total of 70 chains,
which will cost approximately £7,000, Most
hon. members are under the impression that
tramway construction or extensions will cost
from £10,000 to £15,000 a mile, whereas un-
der present conditions the outside cost is in
the region of £7,000 per mile. Belmont only
requires an extension of two miles, which
will eost approximately £15,000.
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Capt., Carter: What about the subway?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: We can get over
the subway.

Capt. Carter:
mile? -

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Yes, and they can
go to Leederville for that.

Capt. Carter: There i3 no subway there,

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Queen’s Park re-
quires three miles of extension, which will
cost approximately £20,000. The extensions
to South Perth of five miles will cost ap-
proximately £41,000. Included in that
amount is provigion for a sub-station for the
Jextension to Canning Bridge and later on to
Fremantle,

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
way south of the river?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The people can
have the railway if they like. In all these
cases my electors are prepared to guarantee
the interest and sinking fund upon the out-
lay, and in some instances the working ex-
penses,

Mr. Latham:
costs? .

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Yes, in many cases.
If we are prepared to ask for tramway ex-
tensions under these conditions how can they
possibly affect the deficit?

Mr, Angelo: What guarantees do you sug-
gest? .

Mr., CLYDESDALE:
they are directly.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The metropolitan
area has always to pay for everything it

On the basis of £7,000 a

What abont the rail-

The whole of the working

I wilt state what

gets,

Mr. CLYDESDALE: 1f Leederviile wants
a ftramway extension it should pay for it
just as we ara prepared to do.

Capt. Carter: Everybody cannot afford
to do that. T

Mr, CLYDESDALE: We are prepared to
pay, at any rate. I was led to believe by
the speech of the member for Leederville
that the people of his electorate did not
want a tramway extension until the defieit
had been paid off. As we are going to the
bad to the tune of £800 a day, I was going
to ask the school children to work out a sum
showing twhen Leederville was likely to have
its tramway extension.

Capt., Carter: You had better read ‘“Han-
sard’™ again.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: With regard to the
Beaunfort-street extension, I am instructed on
hehalf of the road hoard to say that they
will guarantee the interest and the working
cxpenses for five years,

Mr. Latham: And sinking fund, toe.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The Belmont people
are satisfied that the two miles extension into
their distriet will prove profitable. 1 have
a letter from the Belmont Road Board stating
they are prepared to strike a rate of 1%4d.
in the pound for five years, whieh will give
a return of £1,000 a year., This represents
a gift of £3,000 towards the tramway ex-
tengion, without any reservation, It aiso
means a deduction of that amount from the
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estimated cost of the extension, namely,
£15,000. We are prepared to talk business
along these lines.

The Minister for Mines: I knew that long
ago or I would never have gone ahead.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The Queen’s Park
Road Board is prepared to strike a rate
guaranteeing to make up any loss in interest
and sinking fund, and working expenses, for
five years. .

Mr. Richardson: The Claremont Road
Board gave the same guarantes.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: TUnder thesc con-
ditions these portions of my electorate are
under mo obligation to the Government for
tramway extension. -

Mr, Latham: The Government have to
find the money all the same.

Mr., CLYDESDALE: We are prepared to
find interest and sinking fund, and I am
satisfied that the hon. member’s people will
be prepared to do the same.

Capt. Carter: Yes, and we will pay for
it straight away.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The hon, member
threw in his towet on the first round. He
thought he was being backed by the ‘" West
Australian.” He, therefore, threw in his
towel and will not go any further.

Capt. Carter: I am still going and will
win on points.

Mr, CLYDESDALE:
will be down and out.

Mr. Pickering: What about the South
Perth extension?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: A restricted tram-
way serviee only means increased rents.
There are many people at present looking
for houses. We shall be obliged to extend
our ttamway system. We are only working
into the hands of the land agents by in-
ereasing land values in the immediate areas

The hon. member

where the tramways are alrcady run-
ning. I will lay before the House &
scheme which was placed before the Gorv-

ernment for the extension to SBouth Perth
some three years ago. A Detterment tax
to operate for a period of five years
was suggested, The estimated cost of the
tramway extension is £41,000, and interest
at six per ceat. on this amount is £2,460,
We propose to raise revenue on the zouve
system. On the first zone system 10s. per
quarter acre within 30 chains of the tram-
way route would produce a reveans of
£2,500. We had an alternative of three
zones. (ne was in the case of a quarfer of
an acre within five chains of the tramway
route, at 20s, which would produca £1,154.
The second zone was on quartee-nere blocks
between five chains and 10 ehains from the
route at 15s, which would prodace £569.
The third zone was on yuarter-acre hlorks
between 10 chains and 20 chains ol (e
route at 10s., whick would prodvce £856.
We could, therefore, tax the l.ud owners on
the betterment prineiple and Iwing in @t
revenune of £2,579, which wouid he £U1% in
excess of the amount necessary lo pay six
per cent. interest on the outlay.
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The Minister for Warks: It would surely
represent more than £2,000.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: That is tha revoeune
We can raise.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: At that rate the
interest would amount to nearly seven per
<¢ent.

Capt. Carter: What will you do with the
balance?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: We will present it
to T.eedervillo in order to give 'them a
chance to get their tramway extension,

Capt. Carter: At that rate the original
capital amount would bé well over £46,000,

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I am informed that
the figure would be £41,000. I would soonct
take that assurance from the Government
officers than the figure of the hon.
member. This betterment tax
altogether a new principle. The Minister
for Works lays down a water main in some
part of the metropolitan area, and charges
the various blocks affected a certain water
rate.

The Minister for Works: Because the law
allows me to do so.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Everybody bas to
pay the rate whether he uses the water or
not. I consider this iz the most equitable
gystem of effecting tramway extensions,
Immediately the line of route to South
Perth was announced the price of land
advanced from 25 per cent. up to 100 per
cent. )

Mrs. Cowan: And sold at that increasc?

My, CLYDESDALE. Any amount of land
was sold. In many cases the land agents
received instructions to withdraw blocks
from sale. I do not object to a man making
‘g profit out of land because it happens to
be on a tramway route, but if & person is
to receive an nnearned inerement amount-
ing to from 25 to 100 per cent. because the
tramways are going to pass his door, the
State ghould receive a fair proportion of
the money, even if it is diverted into pay-
ieg for a tramway extension to Leederville
or anywhere else. If a man coming under
the first zone system pays 20s. a year for
five years, his land will inerease in value by
far more than that amount. If we take
the inerease in land values which has
already accrued, and compare it with the
sum of £2,579 I have already referred to, I
guarantee that the land will have increased
more in value, even before the tramways
have been consiructed, than this amount.

" Tt is the fdirest and most equitable systew
of charging those people who will derive a
direct benefit from tramway extensions. I
hope the Governfnent will see their way
to earry this ont. It would be wise if
metropolitan members had a conference and
formulated some scheme whereby the whole
of the people in the metropolitan area could
be given tramway extensions, I will ask
the Minister for Railways——

The Minister for Mines: Ask him in a
nice way and you will get a nice answer.

is ' not’
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Mr. CLYDESDALE: If tramway exten-
gion to Como is to be stopped, what
will be the position of any metropolitan
member who introduces a deputation to
the Minister for Railways asking for this
extension?

The Minister for Mines: It couid not
happen: | would not receive the deputation.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: The Minister would
either receive it or refuse to receive it.
Does he refuse any tramway extension in
any direction in the metropolitun area?

‘The Minister for Mines: Of courge: I
would take it as a direction that no tramway
extension should be made. Will you support
a Bill providing that we should

The SPEAKER: Orderl This is not the
time for asking questions.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I will suppert a Bill
along the lines I have indicated, that is
for the raising of revenue on the better-
ment tax principle. If it had been brought
into vogue in connection with our railway
gystem, the State would have been a great
deal better off. T am an advocate of this
prieciple. Those people who derive the
benefit are the pcople who should pay.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

AMr, CLYDESDALE: In speaking -on im-
migration I was, like most new members,
carried away a little. I intended to refer to
certain drawbacks involved in immigration.
In this connection I am not criticising the
Government, but am merely offering a few
observations which may prove of some berefit
te hon. members opposite. My experience is
that there are four disadvantages connected
with our gystem of immigration. Firstly, too
many immigrants arrive without sufficient
capital. Secondly, we_get too many single
men in proportion to the number of men
with familics. Thirdly, our farmers will not
employ married couples with children,
Fonrthly, there is not sufficient housing ae-
commodation in our rural distriets 6 enable
immigrant families to live together. On the
first point, all the literature that I have read
leads me to believe that the first effort of a
State should be to induee people with capital
to come to it. Next, the farmers of Western
Avstralia somehow do not feel at all favour-
able towards ‘the employment of married
couples. All the immigrants who have arrived
in this State latterly have been placed, ex-
cepling the married couples The exeeption
is not a good thing for Western Australia.
If some housing scheme in the rural dis-
tricts were adopted to enable the wives to
accompany their husbands working ' there, we
should be able to place more married eouples
than we are able to do now. During the last
two days I myself have had applications from
16 married men wanting to0 go to the coun-
try and wanting to take their wives with
them, and the wnges offering in the country
do not allow a married man to keep himself
there While keeping his family in the eity.
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I wish to impress upon the Government the
urgent need for formulating some housing
schemes whereby married couples may remain
together, for their own benefit and for the
benefit of this country, On the subjeet of
tramway extension I do not wish to weary the
House, but somehow or other an impression
haa got abroad that the Como extension will
not prove payable. Probably very few mem-
bers know the route of the proposed Como
extension. The five miles to be constructed
at a vost of £41000 will start from the
Causeway, whence it will run almost in a
direct line to the Como jetty, to link up with
the Mends-street jetty, from which a boat
erosses to Barrack-street, That is an en-
tirely different proposition from the bush
route suggested, to go from the Causeway to
a dead end at the Preston-street jetty, Cowo.
After having considered all the schemes in
the metropelitan area, Mr. Taylor picks this
out as the most payable. I am prepared to
show that it will be a remunerative proposi-
tion from the first day it is opened. In some
newspapers it has been hinted that the con-
struction of a tramway to Como will mean a
reduction of the ferry revenue. But in no
part of the world ¢an an instance be shown of
such a result from the connceting of a tram-
wyy with a ferry service,

The Minister for Mines: I agree with you
there.

My, CLYDESDALE: The ferry traffic is
bound to show g considerable inerease. When
I read in the newspapers that the Govern-
ment were likely to dispose of the ferries on
account of the probable decrease in traffie,
I immediately instructed the Town Clerk of
South Perth to write to the Colonial Scere-
tary expressing the municipality’s willing-
ness to purchase the ferries. Needlesa to
say the Minister, being perfectly satisfied
that there will be no decrease, refused to
sell the ferries. Last year some 104,000
people visited the Zoologienl Gardens, and
some 14,000 people patronised the baths con-
necteill with those gardens.

Mr, Johnston: Double the number would
do so if they were given the oppertunity.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Yes. The Zeologieal
Gardens management has for years been de-
sirous of shifting the main entrance to
Labouchere-road. The gardens eould then be
worked more economically. Probably 80,000
visitors annually would come by the ferry,
and there would be a penny section from the
Mends-street jeity to the Zoological Gardens
entrance and return. Who can show me any
tramway section in the metropolitan area
which, to start with, has 80,000 people travel-
Hng each way on a penny section?  Then
let me draw attention to the Como beach.
1 venture to say that in the whole of the
metrapolitan area there is not a beach to
compare with Como,

Hon. W. U, Angwin: You mean, not a
river beach.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I have seen the
South Beach, and I say that beach comes
second to Como as a beachk for people with
children taking a day's outing. Even under
present conditions [ have repeafedly seen
over 6,000 people on Coma beach during holi-
day iime, And people from Victoria Park
have to walk miles o pget to that beach.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: They have a good
beach at Point Walter.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: T am not running
down other Leaches; T am merely saying that
Como iz better than other beaches in the
metropolitan area. Although the hon. mem-

ber interjecting is of opinion that too
much wmoney is Dbeing spemt in  and
around Perth, [ say that we cannot,
in  reason, spend too much money on

.our beaches, firstly with a view to attracting

people from the other side, and secondly with
a view to inducing our own people to spend
their holidays here on our beaches instead of
going to the Eastern States and spending
their money there, [Purther, the construction
of this proposed tramway will reduce the
length of time occupied by the journey from
Appleeross and Canning to Perth to the ex-
tent of half-an-hour. That will mean the
opening up of the sort of district, we want
to develop as a health resert. Again, consider
the bnilding sites available at Como—two
miles of the most magnificent sites to be
found in Australia. The beach there is
unlike many other beaches in that it has no
water holes for mosquitoes to breed in, Como
heach would easily accommodate 2,000 or 3,000
people with residencea. With all due respect
to certain hon. members, T say there is no
heach to compare with that at Come. The
Government cannot expend money to better
purpose than in opening up a health resort.
If we devote thousands of pounds to bringing
immigrants here, in what better way can we
spend a few thousands additional than in
keeping them healthy when we get them
here?

Mr. Pickering: But the immigrants are vot
going to settle at Como Beach.

Mr. C(LYDESDALE: I know all about
that argument, When T left Victoria, the
people on the land there were ¢rying out for
decentralisation. Now they have lat their
farms at comfortable rentals of a couple of
thousand or o a year and are living on the
fat of the and in Melbourne, and still talking
about decentralisation. When they apeak of
decentralisation, it means that they want the
other fellow to go into the bush. If the peo-
ple coneerned in this tramway extension are
prepared to pay for it, they should not be
denied it. Without desiring to be in any way
impertinent te hon. members opposite, I say
that if the Government cannot give us a
tramway extension when we are prepared to
pay for it, they have a right to make way
for some other Administration that can.

The Minister for Works: What is the value
of the guarantee that ia offered?

Mr, CLYDESDALE: We are prepared to
strike a rate. Belmont alone is prepared to
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make a gift of £3,000 in this connection,
without any restriction whatsoever. The Bel-
mant people have been promised tramway
facilities for about 20 years. Railway ex-
tension onght to be on the same prineiple, the
ketterment prineiple,

The Minister for Works: I inguire what is
the value of the gnarantee that is offered,
because we have had guarantees that have
proved of no value.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: 1f the road boards
and munieipalities strike a rate on the better-
ment principle, there s u complete gnarantee.
[ still advoeate that metropolitan members
should meet,

Mr. Pickering: That will be the end of it.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I do not wish to
adopt a parochial attitude and declare that
South Perth should be the only place to
have tramway extension. 1 am perfeetly
satisfied that the tramways will pay through-
out the metropolitan area. It is said they
are not paying, but, according to my perusal
of the figures, it i3 easy to make a loss, and
it is very easy to turn that less into a profit.
1 desire to congratulate the Minister for
Works on his system of (isbursements under
the Traffic Aet. 1 know there are people
who think otherwise, but in a very few years
the result of the Minister’s efforts will be to
bring about iu outside roards a condition
which will be a great improvement on what
has obtained during the past few years. 1
think the Minister can go further.

Mr. Pickering: We do too.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: ‘The tronble in con-
neetion with road construction in this State
is that we have been continually patching.
There has been nothing but patchwork done.
I have heard people comparing the condi-
tions in Western Australia with those in the
other States. 1 have heard them ask why the
roads here are not to be compared with those
elsewhere., The explanation is that we have
more miles of road to maintain and fewer
people to pay for them. At varions meetings
and elsewhere T have heard people condemn-
ing the engineers, the municipal couneils, and
the road boards, and have heard them gay
that they do not know how to make roads
in this State. We have as good engineers here
ns they have in any other part of the world.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They expect the
work to be done without any money,

Mr, CLYDESDALE: That is true. We
ean apply the same argument to the defieit or
anything else we like in this State, and it
comes back to the same position that we have
not the people in this State to adequately
pay. for the utilities provided. Unless we
have more population or assistance from the
Government, the roads will become as bad as
formerly. 1 suggest to the Minister for
Works that the amounts he collects under the
Traffic Act should be distributed on a
different basis. He gives the BSouth
Perth Council, for instance, £500. If
he were to give uws £1,500 in advaace
we could make good roads. Tt could
be provided that the £1500 would be spent
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mnder Government supervision and that the
work should be done properly. If that were
done, the work would stand for many years.

The Minister for Works. Yon show me how
to finsnee it and you can have it.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: T do not know how
the Minister would finanee it but if he could
do so it would improve the position. There is
another way., If we could capitalise the
amount necessary and pav the intevest there-
on, the same object could be achieved. At
the present time, £1,000 is given to the Bel-
mont Road Board., If we capitalised the
amount required and paid the £1,000 away as
interest, we conld get good roads made under
surh a system. T ask the Minister to give
serious eonsideration to this matter. If it
cannot be financed then it eannot be done,
but I hope he will be able to see his way
clear to do something in this direetion.

The Minister for Works: Do you believe
[ am supplying chrap material?

Mr, CLYDESDALE: No doubt it is eheap,
but we cannot get any of it. We have money
in the bank at South Perth 1o carry out
works, but we cannot get the material. [f
the Minister were at South Perth from time
to time he would hear nice things said about
him and he would probably hurry up with
the material.

Mr. Pickering:  You have money in the
bank and yet you ask for the advance.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: The money in the
bank is from loaus which we raised, and
the residents are prepared to spend the
money. We are not getting any considera-
tion however. In conclusion, I wish to
appeal to the Country Party mnot to be

parochizl.
Hon, P. Collier: Hear, hear.
Mr. CLYDESDATFE: 1 have been ins-

pressed during the course of this debate by
the faet that, whenever the tramway ques-
fion was menfioned and anyone spoke in op-
position to the proposals, there was a gen-
eral chorus of ¢‘hear, hears’’ from mem-
bers of the Country Party. We on our part
are prepared to do everything possible to as-
sist the Country Party members in the work
of developing the ecountry. I am satisfied
that we must have development in the coun-
try and more population. At the same time
those who live in the cities and are ew-
ployed here, are entitled to consideration.

Mr. Latham: They are getting more con-
sideration now, ;

Mr. CLYDESDALE: They are not, but
they are entitled to some consideration. The
members of the Conntry Party should not be
parcchial, . We are prepared to assist the
Country Party and we are also prepared to
assist the Government if they show ability
and an inclination to work, so as to bring
this country out of the chaos it is in to-day.
[f, however, the Government intend to sack
a few civil servants and a few men from the
railways and try to clear up the defieit in
that way, there will be trouble from the
Opposition side of the House and from my-
gelf 1 particular. I want the Government
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to show ug that they can ereate employment
and if they do that, they will lift the coun-
try out of its present position. We have no
time in Western Australia for pessimists and
there are too many on the Ministerial side of
the House. One hon. member said that this
wag the time when we should go slow. This
i3 not the time to go slow. They have re-
ferred to the deficit of five millions. Even
it we owe 25 millions, the country will stand
it. Al it requires is development and the
future of this country rests in our hands.
We can make it or mar it. If we put our
shoulders to the wheel we will make this
country what it should be. I thank hon.
members for the attention they have given
me during the course of my first speech in
this Chamber.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T. Broun—Beverley) [7.51] : With others
who have spoken I desire to congratulate
both the new and the old members who
have been returned to this Chamber. T
want to extend my hearty congratula-
tions to the member for West Perth
{Mrs. Cowan) on being the first woman
to be returned to Parliament in the Common-
wealth. I have known the hon. lady for
some time and T know she is a woman of
good character and that the interests of the
women of this State will be quite safe in her
hands. T feel sure she will he able to deal
with their interests quite adequately when
she deems it desirable or necessary. I did
not intend to prolong the debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, becanse as a rule so many
members speak and there is so muoeh re-
petition. I eannot vefrain from speaking,
however, after the statements that were made
by the member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) last evening. T do not know why
it iz that that hon. member is always at-
tacking me. T am sorry he is not here to-
night, but I avill not reflect upon his char-
acter or unpon the character of any other
member in this Chamber. If T cannot speak
well of a man, I will keep my tongme tied,
On nearly every occasion since I have been
in this Chamber, the member for Kanowna
has attacked me in one way or ancother, TIf
it gives him satisfuction and pleasure to do
s0, [ will not interrupt him or prevent him
from indulging in this pleasure,

Hon, P. Collier: He has attacked yoor
administeation, but mnot yourself personally,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T think
it is mostly an attack on myself.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh, no.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T think

a lot of it is personal.

Hon. P. Collier: He has attacked your ad-
ministration and justly se.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: He has
attacked me personally.

Hon. P. Coilier: No, he has not,
think so you will get more later on.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
know gbout that.

If you
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Hon. P. Collier: Yeu will get more unless
you cease to be a rubber stamp,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1f the
Jlion. member thinks fit to criticise me he may

do 50, and I hope that I will be able to re-
ply to him.

Hon, P. Collier: Don't continue to be a
rubber stamp, then.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There is
no more rubber stamp there now than there
dias bheen wnder the administration of other
Ministers who have held the position. The
member wor Kanowna mentioned the Hospital
for the Insane at Claremont. Unfortunately
this question has been brought before the
House during several past sessions and )
hope, now that the Government have agreed
to appoint a Royal Commission, that once
the Commission is sitting, if there is
anything to be ecleared up in connection
with the institution, it will be cleared
up once and for all. No one will wel-
come it more than I shall. If any member
knows that things are not right in connec-
tion with my department or any ingtitution
under my control I shall be only too
willing to receive information from him and
I shall take steps to have the position recti-
fied. The Hospital for the Insane is a very
large and important institution, and one that
is not easy to administer by the officials who
have control there, It was my intention,
seeing that we had taken steps to provide for
further accommedation for the inmates of
the institution, to invite an expert from the
Eastern States, particularly after we had
sent the Inspector General for the Insane
and the Chief Architect to the Eastern States
to go through the institutions there.

Mrs. Cowan: The institotions there are
not superior to our own.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Some are
superior in regard to buildings and so on.

Mr, Underwood; It will be like the Educa-
tion Commission. "

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I consid-
ered it advisable to invite either Doctor Sin-
clair, who iz a man of wide experience in
New South Wales, or some other expert offi-
eer

Hon. P, Collier: If you are well advised
you will net get him. You will not get the
heald of a department to sit in judgment
upon the head of another department. We
do not want a white washing commiasion.

The (COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1 do not
vant a white washing commission, by any
means,

Hon. P. Collier: That is what it will be.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The hon.
member has no right to say that; he does
not know what individuals will he appeinted
on the commission.

Hon. P. Collier: We know that if a head
of a department is sitting in judgment upon
another head of a department it is always 2
white washing eommission.

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY: The ex-
pert will not be the only member of the Com-
mission. The hon. member should remember
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that fact. It had been my intention to ap-
point this expert, not as a Royal Commission,
hut so that [ could interview him and discuss
hospital matters generally, to consult ‘with
the other officers who will be responsible for
the construction of these buildings, and to
make recommendations or suggestions which
might be of benefit to the Government.
Hon. P. €ollier: That was your intention
hefore you got your instruetions from the
Primary Producers’ Asgociation’s conference.

The COLONIAL SKECRETARY: I have
had no instroetions from the conference, and
so far as the motion which was earried at the
conference is concerned, it would not have
swayed me one iota in commection with the
Hoyal Commission. These buildings will cost
a large amount of money. The fault, as
pointed out by the Scleet Committee ap-
pointed by Parliament some time =ago, is
chiefly on acecount of the overerowding of the
institution. It is absolutely essential that we
should build as quickly as possible so as to
provide further accommodation for the in-
mates and thus relieve the present con-
gestion in the institution. We should have
blocks of buildings erected there so that a
patient on entering the institution may ge
into the first block wherec he may be given
adequate treatment and every opportunity
to recover. TIf it is found that the patient
cannot reecover without further attention,
he should be passed on to the next

block. And if it is determined that he
cvannot recover, he should be passed on
to still another Dblock. The patients
sionld be given every consideration and
help in the hope that they may recover.
More particularly should women be given
the most careful attention, for then very

often they will recover and be as well as
ever. My reason in the first place for being
against the Royal Commission was because
only reeently we had a select committee con-
sidtering the guestion, and still more re-
cently was the beard of control appointed.
Coming into operation last Mareh, that board
has done good work already. Dr. Birming-
ham, a mewmber of the board, has his heart
in the work and is doing all that he can for
the inmates. In Dr, McWhae also we have
a most excellent worker. Then there is Mra.
('asson, one of finest women to be met with.
She has put her sonl into that work. We
have also on the board a solicitor in Mr,
Darbyshire, and we have Mr. Weir to look
after the commercinl side of the working of
the institution. During the short period of
its control the board has discharged 11 pa-
tients,

Hon. P. Collier: Which is the strongest
possible eondemnation of the superintendent
of the institution, who said these patients
were ineurable,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
bhoard has the release of 20 other patients
under consideration, and four others out on
trial. Some of the patieats down there have
reached an age when they could well be

“ ean take,
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passed out and handed over to friends. Un-
fortunately it has not been possible to get
anybody to undertake the care of them, and
30 they have to remain in the institution.
They are not sane, but because of their im-
paired physical condition they are quite
harmless. However, it seems that their
friends do not eare to undertake the responsi-
bility of looking after them.  During the
last six months the superintendent has re-
leased 51 inmates, and he has six others ocut
on trial. T asked the chairman of the board
whether those discharged by the board were
ccmpletely cured. He said that none of them
were normal, but that they were sufficiently
recovered to justify their release, and that
in time they would become normal. With the
recommendation of the superintendent of the
hospital they left the institution.

Hon. P. Collier: It was against his opinion
that some of them got out.

The COLONLAL SECRETARY: That is
s0. In rtespect of the 11 released by the
board, beth the superintendent and the In-
‘-pcctor General of the Insane considered that
they should not be released. Under the Act,
the responsibility for the release of a patient.
is cast practically on one man, whereas sinee
the appointment of the beard the responsi-
bility for release ordered by the board is
cast on a number, and they are prepared to
take a risk which one man wounld not take.
That is one advantage derived from the ap-
pointment of the board.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: So you must admit
that we did some good work,

The COLONYIAL SECRETATRY: I do. I
admit it is a good thing for that purpose.
When introduecing the RBill, I said it would
improve the chances of release of a certain
class of patients because the board wounld
take the responsibility for their discharge.

Hon. P, Collier: And it was done in the
face of strong opposition from the Inspector
General,

The Minister for Works

busybodies butt in?
. The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There are
1,077 inmates of the hospital to-day. We
have at Whitby 30, which is as many as we
We have 14 others at Green Place.
‘With the assistance of my colleagues, I will
see to it that a Royal Commission is ap-
pointed to go into the whole of the working
of the Hospital for the Insane. If there be
anything wrong about the place, the Com-
migsion will dig into it; and whatever their
finding may be, it will be adhered to and
their recommendations acted on.  So the
public will have no cauwse for further com-
plaint.

Hon. P. Collier:
necessary !

Mrs, Cowan: T hope you mean to put a
woman on that Commission.

Mr. J.- Thomsen: I hope not.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am not
going to say who will be on the board. Tt
will shortly be known to alll. We want a

Why did these

But it is all entirely un-
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proper inquiry, and 1 will do my best to see
that a2 proper inquiry is made,

Hon. P. Collier; It is quite nunecesszary!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
want any white-washing commission.

Mr, Underwood: Bring your proposed
Commisgioner from New South Wales, amd
you will get one,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The mem-
ber for Kanowna (Hon. T, Walker} referred
to the incbriates’ home at Green Place,
When 1 ¢ame into offive there was an in-
ehriates’ home for women at Green FPlace.
For three months prior te my advent there
was only ene woman in that institution. At
big expense to the State she had a
slaff to look after her. The Hospital for the
Insanc was overcrowded, and so I cancelled
Green Place as au inebriates’ home and had
it gazotted as an institutipn for the insane.
We now have that home set apart for a mild
type of women's cases, There are 14 inmates
there at present, which is as many as can he
accommodated., -

Ar. {)'Loghlen: 1f there were 28 such
cases, wonld the other 14 have to go to gaol?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The place
is not likely to be over-full. Tt was a more
kumane aet to set that place apart for women
from the Hospital for the Insane than to keep
it open at big cost 1or one inebriate. Medi-
cal men say that not 10 per eent. of inebriate
women who go into an institution of that
kind will make any attempt to revover, It
appears to be almost hopeless to try to enre
a woman of aiddiction to intoxicating liquors.

Hon, P. Collier; That’s a policy of des-
pair, that is.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: -You mayv
loaw them there as long as yon like, but oniy

a very small pereentage of them will ever be
enred.

Mrs. Cowan: Would it not he hetter if you
conid take them right away into the country?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1t de-
pends on how long we could keep them there.

Mr. JJ. Thomson: You will never cure them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
shouldl require a very larme amount of
money to ercet proper accommadation for

inebriates and to establish a reformatory.

During the war practically everything was -

at a standstill, and since the war the posi-
tion has beem just aw bad, with the result
that the Government are not in a position
to provide large suns of money for such
accommodation,

Mr. O'’Loghlen: Whatever clse poes short,
this should "he provided for.

The COLONTATL SECRETARY: Wo are
spending money on the maintenanee of other
institutions, such as charities and hospitals,
in pretnreneo to an inebriates’ home.

Afr. O'Loghlen:  And on Connolly’s home
too,
The OLONIAT, SEiIRETARY: In re-

speet to an inebriates’ home for .men, we
made arrangements with the Salvation .-\1 my,
who lhave been most snecessful all over the
Comumeonwealth in caring for this elass of
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patient, An arrangement was male with the
Salvation Army through Major McClure to
set apart a home for inebriates, We have
thats home to-day, but from an interview
with Major MeClure I leorn that there are
only five men in it. With sueh a small num-
bher it will not pay the Balvation Army to
keep the home open. It the home is closed
down by the Ralvation Army, then the re-
sponsihility of providing aceommodation for
inebrintes will he thrown on the Government.
Nearly a1l the convictions for drunkenness
carry short seatences ranging from eome to
tour months, most of them for a period of
three months. This is a very short peried.
Men go into the inostitution and it is net
long before they arc discharged and they re-
turn to the drink. Of course, in many cases
they are re-committed to the institution. As
reg'lrds the reformatory, this legislation was

passed by a previous Government.  This
reformatory should be situated in some
country distriect and not in the city,

8o that the men might be taught the
various trades and the methods of
production. T feel sure that many of
these men in a reformatory in the country
wouldl beconie so necustomed to the climatie
conditions and environs that thev wounld
probably go on the land or remain in the
country instead of returning to the city, We
have a small reformatory at Rottnest, and
on an average there are 14 or 15 men in that
institution, 1t was intended to set this aside
permanently as a reformatory, but shortly
after T took oftice I realised that it would be
inadvisable te continue the reformatory there.
1 therefore took steps to prevent money
from Dbeing expended on buildings as wag
intended. it is my belief, and the belicf of
other Ministers that if we are to have a
suitable reformatory, it should be located in
the conntry. As scun as money can be made
availahle for this puorpose, n reformatory
will be established in some country listrict
so that the particular cases for which it is
degigned to cater might be taken in hand.
When 1 stated that I had had no intention
of speaking on the Address-in-reply, I did
so because a Minister has an opportunity to
deal with all his departments when the Isti-
mates are hetore the House, I intend to
leal at length with the different departments
under my control when the Estimates are
being considered, and I shall therefore re-
frain from mentioning them to-night. 1In
connection with the Primary Producers® Aas-
soriation we have heard a lot of criticism
directed against country members. T want
to tell members that the Primary Produvers’
Association was founded purely because the
podueers considerel they were nut getting
a fair deal

Hoxr. P, Collier: Mainly in npllus:tmn to
your present Premier,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Before
the association was started, we had no direct
represeutation in Parliament, and ne one te
lonk after mr interests.

1Ton, W, (', Angwin: You were here.
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The (OLONTAL SECRETARY:
a very short period.

Hon. P. Collier: You were a Liberal then.

The COLONTAL: SECRETARY: My
voice was as one erying in the wilderness.

Hon. W. U, Angwin:
mier was in the House at that time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: At that
time a large amount of money was expended
in the city instcad of in the eountry.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where!?

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: We con-
sidered that there was only one way te ob-
tain our just rights and that was by starting
an association and becoming one union.

Hon. P. Collier: You did not help to
start the association. You eame in three
years afterwards.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 was
one of the first members. I was a member
of the first confercnce held in the oll Tech-
nieal School in Terth.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: But you would not
come out as a Country Party candidate.
Wanghorough took your place.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
50.

Hon. P. Collier:
years,

The COLOVIAL SECRETARY: We con-
sidered that it was ouly by banding together
as n union and having direct representation
to look after our interests that we could get
our just dues for the country. Members on
the Opposition gide of the House have done
the same thing, They found they were not
getting all they were entitled to, and they
started their unions and elected their mem-
hers to represent them in Parliament. We
have done practically the same, and we arve
here representing the primary produecers. It
has been said, and I have read the state-
ment in print, that the memher for South
Fremantle (Mr. MeCallom) controlled the
Labour Government when they were in power.

Mr., MeCallum: T wish it had been true.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: Now we
hear the same cry from the Opposition,
namely, that the head of the Country Party
organisation iz running the Government.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: We have the letters
here in the House. We do not want any
letters from outside.

The ('OLONIAL SECRETARY: Nothing
of the kind. The hon. member, however, cun
place what interpretation he likes npon them.

Hon. P. Collier: Be careful!

The (CLONTAL SECRETARY: Né matter
what eriticiam comes from the Opposition
side of the House or from the public of
Western Alustralia, the Country Party have
come to stay, There is not the slightest
doubt about that. Only since they have
occupicd seats on this aide of the House,
have the people of Western Australia real-
jsed that the primary preducers are of some
importance to the State.

Hon. W, Angwin: They got greater
benefits from us than they have cver got
since.

Only for

That is

You stood out for three
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The ("OLONTAL SECRETARY: TPrior to
the formation of the Country Party, a man
from the country was vegarded as one who
grew hair on his teeth,

Hon. P. Collier: And straw in his whis-
kers and corks on his hat,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: He was
regariled as a miserable, puerile sort of a
heing, an animal almost, was treated with
disrespeet, and was considered to be of no
importance to the country. Some of the
finest men who ever came into Western Aus-
tralia are to be found amoeng the pigneers.

Hon. P. Collier: No one is disputing that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And many
of their soms are on the soil following in
their fathers’ footsteps. In spite of all the
eritivism, we are going to continue along
the path we have taken, It is the correct
path; our policy is a national ona Our
policy will lead to the saving of this coun-
try. Only by primary production can this
country be saved.

1lon. W, C. Anpgwin: Every worker assists
in primary production no matter whai hisg
ealling might be.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: I do not
disagree with the hon. member in that, 8o
far as we are concerned, there has been no
dictation whatever by the executive or the
conforence.

Hon. P. Collier: What about the Royal
Commission on lunaey?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We have
a platform just as Labour members have a
platform.

Mr. MeCallom: Then the Minister for
Works did not tell the facts the other night.

Ion. P. Collier; The Minister for Works
must have been misleading us.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In our
platform we have set down our policy and
our ideals. We have set down our constitu-
tion. Members elected on our platform are
only asked to adhere to that policy.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: But you alier it
every 12 months. Ours lasts for threc years.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon,
member is wrong in that statement.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Take the land tax
to start with.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Whatever
the policy is, we are expected to adhere to
it for the three years.

Mr, Corboy: You attered' the land tax in
12 months.

Hon, T-' Collier:
listenin

The COLOWAL SECRETARY: Tt does not
matter what resolution is passed by the prim-
ary producers’ conference, no member of the
Country Party is hound te abide by it until
the next general election, when a new plat-
form is signed. Then candidates undertake
to adhere to the platform, and on that they
are elected.

Mr. Wilson: Nonsense!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is only
right for members who are returned te this

Is the Minister for Worka
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Chamber to adhere to their platform. Other-
wise, they have no right to be here. The
President of the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation has nevor once attempted to foree my
hand in any direction.

Hon. P. Collier:
him, you know.

The TOLONTAL SECRETARY:
never pleaded with him at all.

Hon. P. Cobier: Faney a Minister plead-
ing with him,

I have

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [ did
not.

Hon. P. Collier: Your lctter said so. You
pleaded with him to usc his influence.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have

never been dictated to by him, and I do not
think that he has ever dictated to any other
member of the Country Party in this Cham-
ber, qr held a pistel to anyone’s head or
asked any member of the Couatry Party rto
take eertain action.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts the Minister for Works
listening ?

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: The Presi-
dent has not done so, and T am sure he will
not do so. I ghall always endeavpur to carry
out any request which he or the asseciation
makes if I consider it to be a reasonable
one.

Hon. P, Collicr: You arc now carrying out
something whieh you consider to be unreason-
able.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1f I con-
sider any request to bhe nnreasonable, I will
stand up apainst it.

Hon. P. Collier: You arec now carrying out
an instruetion whieh yon consider to be un-
reasonable.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Primary Producers’ Association is growing.
A certain amount of bitterness has been (is-
played by members on the Opposition side
of the House towards the Country Party
gimply because it has beeeme a strong body
not ecnly in this Parlinment, but in the Fed-
cral Parliament.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt i3 not as strong as
this side of the House.

Hon. P. Collier: But yor are a DMinister

doing under instructions something whicl
vou consider to be unjustifiable,
The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The hit-

terness against the Country Pal‘tY by mem-
berg of the Labour Party arises from the
atrength of our party.

Mr. McCallum: Everything the farmer has
to-day was given him by the Tabour Party,

Hon. P, Collier: And you as Minister o
under instrnetions things that you believe
to be unjustifiable,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T wish to
assure the member for South Fremantle
that T am not saying anything against the
Labour CGovernment as regards what they
did for the farmer

Mr. MeCallum :
bitterness come inf?

Then where does the

You have pleaded with
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The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That
bitterness towards the party is due to its
having become a power in the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! If the Minister
will address the Chair we shall get on
better.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As long
as we reinain a strong party and hold the
seats we do hold, and are likely to hold, the
Labour Party have litile hope of obtammg
a sufficiently strong majority for some time
to ecome to enable them to get back into
power.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That does not create
any bitterness.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister does an un-
justifiable thing under instructions from the
conference,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Houn. P. Collier: That is responsible and
constitutional government,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Leader of the Opposition should not make
remarks of that deseription, more especially
in view of the position he holds in the
House.

Hon. P. Ceilier: That is so; responsible
government.
Mr. SPEAEER: Order!

Hon. P. Collier: Let ns have responsible
government.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: A good
deal has been said for and against the
establishment of a compulsory wheat pool.
A good deal of criticism has been levelled
against the establishment of a further pool
for the coming harvest, I am strongly in
favour of the establishment of a wheat
pool.

Capt. Carter:
hope.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And a higher price
for wheat.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Unless we
have a2 wheat pool many farmers will in a
shiort time be unable to carry on. We hear
enough in the streets and in other places to
know that every effort iy being made by
merehants and others, who are operating in
wheat, to prevent the establishment of the
pool.

: How W. C. Apgwin: In Western Austra-
lia?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is the first I
have heard of it.

The GOLONIAL SECRETARY: It is also
heard in the Eastern States. Only a short
time ago [ received a letter from a big firm
which has been operating in wheat for a
number of years. T received that on the way
to the conference in New South Wales, T
was agked in that letier to oppose the con-
tinnation of the pool, but the firm which
wrote that letter wrote to the wrong man.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: They ought to have
known you.

Tle COLONTAL SECRETARY: The letter
said, ““ You need have no fear ahout getting
a good price for your wheat, because we will

Under bhetter conditions, I
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Pay you immediately it is harvested, on the
world’s parity.’”” Who is {o say what the
world’s parity will be throughout the year,
though we may be able to get close to it when
the harvest first begins to come in? The
merchants have buyers throughout the c¢onn-
try purchasing wheat They go to many of
the small farmers, who are really compelled
to sell their wheat because of the liabilities
they have to meet, Many of them are under
the Industries Assistance Board and receiving
help through the Agﬂcultural Bank., These
agents go to the farmers in the early part
of the season and offer them a fair price, but
only buy a limited quantity at that price,
with the objeet of filing up a ship or com-
pleting a parcel which has been sold.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Ts that the system
which used to be adopted?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon, W. €. Apgwin: Is that the reason
why your party opposed the wheat pool
when it was first started?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
know that the party did oppose it

Hon., W. C. Angwin: Did not the party
tell the farmers to get out their guns and
fight those people over it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It was
not the party.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Your Jeaders did.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: TUnder
this arrangement a certain quantity of
wheat is purchased. Shortly "after, how-
ever, prices ¢ome down and in many ia-
stances the small men are compelled to sell
at a price below that to which they afe
entitled, because they are forced by ecir-
cumstances to do so. The pool is a wise
provision, because the small farmer is
placed on an equal footing with the big
farmer go far as the price per bushel is
concerned.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Thanks to the Lab-
our Party.

The COLONIATL SECRETARY: The big
farmer or the man with capital ean always
store his wheat if he is not satisfled with
the price offered. He can wait until the
price enables him to get the full value for
his product. It is in the interests of the
simall man that the pool should be estab-
lished. I would not agree to the establish-
ment of a pool for the future unless the
price of wheat for local consumption was
fixed, subject to revision every month or
two. The price should only be fixed for a
short period at a time,

Hon, P. Collier: You have reformed.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: I hava
never reformed——

Hon. P. Collier: Oh!

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY:
direetion,

Hon. P. Collier: I tried to do that last
year but you were against me.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: My
opinion to-day ig the same as it was,
namely, that the price for wheat for local
consumption should be revised at periods

In that
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net longer than three months, That was
my opinion last year when it was decided
to continee the pool,

Mr, McCalium: Are you asking for the
world’s parity? ,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Undoubt-
edly. The farmer is entitled to that, that
is the world’s parity minus the transport
charges and other expenses in connection
with the handling of the wheat., The value
of wheat placed £f.o.b. should be its price
for local consumption.

Mr. McCallum: No matter whether it
paid to preduce wheat at world’s parity
price or notf

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: You can-
not do anything else. It must be sold at
the world’s parity.

Mr, McCallum: To the local consumer?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Mr, McCallum: You must take it or leave
it. When the world’s parity iz high you
are content with that, but you want some-
thing else when the price is low.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
member for South Fremantle (Mr. Me-
Callam) states that the price should be
fixed for the farmer, and that this price
should be paid to him year in and year out.

Mr. MeCallun: Not

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He also
said that that price shonld be the actual
cost of produmction to the farmer, plns a
certain percentage.

Mr. MeCallum: That is for loecal con-
sumption,
Mr. Pickering: That iz a generous
margin.
Hon, P. Collier: A very ‘‘generous’’
margin.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is im-
possible to fix the price of wheat so that
it may be fair to every farmer. The
farmers in Beverley, for instance, five miles
west of that town, canuot produce wheat-
at anything like the same price as farmers
on the eastern side of the railway can do.

Mr. Latham: That would be allowed for.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: How is
that going to be done? Every farmer
would have to keep a set of booka so as to
be able to shew what it ¢osts him to pro-
duce his wheat, and the price would have
to be varied accordingly.

Mr, MeCallum: One workman cannot live
and support his family in the same way and
on the same rate of wages fixed by the
Arbitration Court as another workman.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In that
case it is possible to fix the rates, but I do
not see how it is possible in the case under re-
view. The Government are wise in deciding
to continue the pool. It will not only pro-
tect the farmer but the Government as well.
It will be of great benefit to the State.
Most of the merchants who are operating.
in wheat send the money that they make
in this State to some other place aad in-
vest it there. Their capital is not in West-
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ern Australia. Ts it not better for the
farmer to get that to whieh he is entitled,
and te have the monev kept within our
own borders? T do not say that the middle-
man is altogether dispensable. There are
middlemen whe are necessary, but there
are many who are not. Very often those
who are unnecessary are making the greater
profit, as compared with the grower lhim-
self. The member for Seuth Fremantle
apparently forgets that during the year
before last the consumer was getting his
wheat for something like 3s. per bushel less
than the world's parity.

IHon. W, C. Angwin: Not on the average.

THE COLONIAYL SECRETARY: At all
events it would be something like d4s. 9d.
less.

Mr. MeCallum: I am satisfied that the
farmer will be the loser under your pro-
posal, and that he would do better under
ours,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
agree with the hon, member.

Mr. McCallum: I am convineed of it.

The COLONIAT: SECRETARY: At the
time the price for local consumption was
fixed it wag not known wnether wheat would
be 6s, a bushel or 14s. or 153, a bushel. At
the time it was more than 9s,, and it was an-
ticipated that it would average a figure of
9s, or over, No one knew what it would be.

Hon, P, Collier: They knew very well,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Had it
been fixed at 9s. and had it rigen to 14s. or
158, no more than 9s. would have bheen
charged to the loeal consumer.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Everyone knew they
could not get a ‘‘bob’’ for it because it
vonld not he got away.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: TIf it
had not heen for the pool
Hon. W. C. Angwin:

Party.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
farmer would have been getting a mere pit-
tance for his wheat. '

Hon, P. Collier:
started.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: What
wounld the effect have been npon our finances
and upon the raising of loans by the Federal
Government during the war?

Hon. W. ¢. Augwin: That shows the in-
terest in the country on the part of the
Labour Party.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Had it
not been for the money received from our
wool and wheat the Commonweaith would
not have been abie to rzise the huge loans
that it did.

Hon. W. C, Angwin:
Labour Party.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: When
the price of 9s. was fixed by the Australian
Wheat Board it was antiapated that this
would he the hiphest price it would reach.
Tp to date that figure has been realised.
The price has been fixed and there it re-
maing. The price for loeal consumption

I dis-

And the Labour

The pool, which weo

That is due to the
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shouldl, in my opinion, he fixed on the world's
parity, suliject to revision from month to
month,

Mr. MeCallum:  You will be erying to us
for something else soon.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: That is TLondon
parity. Yon do not believe in what your
colleagues— —

Mr. SPEAKER:  Order! The member
for North-East Fremantle must keep order.
[ will not speak again, but will euforee the
Standing Orders,

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: T do not
wish to detain the House. I have already
peointed out that there will be opportunity
for replying on many of the points raised by
hon. members when I introduce my Esti-
mates, With reference to immigration more
particularly, T have here figures which
I c¢onld give tomight, showing what
is the poliey of the Government. How-
ever, the Estimates will be before the House
ere long, and § wish to avoid repetition. T
do hope that uot only the Parlinment but
also the preople of Western Australia will
realige the imperative neeessity for exereis-
ing economy in every direction. For the de-
velopment of the State it is necessary that
every man able to /o something should give
the hest that is in him to help production
forward, with n view to tiding the State over
its finaneial difficulties. T feel that if the
people of Western Australin do not expect
teo much from the Government——

Hon. P. Collier: They will not be disap-
pointed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: —and
will help the Government to economise, we
shall be able, though with difficulty, to stem
the present drift. I feel sure that under
snch eonditions we shall be in a position,
hefore very long, to produee to the people of
this State a Dbalance sheet showing the huge
deficits of recent years reduced by a very
large proportion. 1 may cxpress the hope,
toe, that before many years pass the oceu-
pants of the Treasury bench—whoever they
may be—will have the pleasure of announe-
ing that the ledger discloscs, instead of a
deficit, a small credit balance.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

AMr. MUXNSIE (Hannans) [8.30]: Thare
has been a great flow of congratulations in
this Chamher recently.

Hon. P. Coilier: It hay got to stop.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes.  Speeches such as
those delivered by the member for Roebourne
(Mr, Teesdale) and the member for Menzies
{Mr. JMullany) '

HMon. P. Coilier: The Govermment whip.

Mr. MUNSIE: -—are bound to draw some
retaliation from this side. Many of the con-
gratulations which have been uttered I am
prepared to emdorse.  Iowever, in view of
the two exceptions which I bave indicated,
let me express the hope that the fairly good
feeling displayed by hon. members on cither
side in this Chamber will he carried a little
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further, carried outside the House as well.
Tt is remarkable how members of the various
parties gupporting the Government, as well
a8 members of the Government party them-
selves, are always asking for, and I believe
expecting, support from this side of the
House. For myself personally, I am pre-
pared to support any measure intreduced }Jy
the present Government which, in my opin-
ion, will operate in the interests of the ma-
jority of the people of Western Australia.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: We have saved the
present Government from defeat on several
occasions.

Mr. MUNSIE: As to members carrying
good feeling outside the House, let me re-
mind certain hon, members sitting in this
House at the present moment that during
" the gencral election there was no word in the
English language bad enough to express what
they felt in regard to any candidate labelled
1{Labonr.’’ They called us everything they
conid think of. No term was toc bad for
them to apply to us. I heard one gentleman
speaking for an hour and twenty minutes,
and of that time he devoted at least one hour
and fifteen minutes to abusing the members
of the Perth Trades Hall. T am rather sur-
prised to find that gentleman coming along
here——

Hon. P. Collier: Was he elected?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. Seeing that there
are 17 of us Labour members in this Cham-
ber, I am rather surprised, in view of what
the hon. member said regarding the Trades
Eall and the great Labour movement of Aus-
tralia, to find him coming here unarmed.
Really, after hearing him talk as he did on
the platform, ¢ne would expect him to come
here with a revolver in each pocket and a
sword on cach hip to protect himself from
the Labour Party. However, a little exper-
ienee of the Labour movement as represented
in this House will enable certain hon. mem-
bers to realise that we are not actually quite
8o bad as they painted us outside. °~

Hou. P. Collier: We are not bad fellows
when yon know us.

Mr. MUNSIE: Next, I wish to deal briefly
with one or two items of the Governor’s
Speech. The deficit has, I think, been dis-
cusged quite sufficicatly. 1 agree that the
best time te deal with matters affecting fin-
ance is when the Estimates are being consid-
ared. 1 may just remark that during the
general election asswrances were given by the
Treasurer, who is algo Premier, that the fin-
ancial year would rnd very close to his fore-
cast.  Many candidates standing in the
Labour interest criticised that statement and
predicted, on the basis of the figures then
available, that the Treasurer would be likely
to finish about £300,000 out. We twere called
dospots for baving the femerily to suggest
that the Premier’s estimate would prove
wrong. We forecasted thai he would be
£300,000 out; he did actually get £285,000
above his prediction. I faney the hon, gen-
tleman did fairly well to keep within that
amount, The Governor’s Speech mentions

17}
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that the credit of this State is good, and I
am very pleased to know it. But I also notice
that the Premier, being desirous of raising
a loan of two millions, had to postpone that
move for six months, and, instead, issue Treas-
ury bhills, the market not heing too goed.
Just a little while ago, two other Austra-
lian Premiers had gone to England for the
purpose of interviewing finaneial authorities
there with a view to financial aid. What
attitude did the Press of Australia adopt to-
wards those two gentlemen? If a Labour
Premier of Western Australin  had been
obliged to issue Treasury bills with a six-
months currency, what would have been said?
“‘There is a Labour Government; it cannot
get money; the London financiers will not
lend money to a Labour Government.’’

The Premier: Who said that?

Mr. MUNSIE: The ‘‘West Australian,”’
in particolar, said it as regards Mr, Theo-
dore. It was proclaimed in large headlines
that Mr. Theodore, the Labour Premier,
could not get money in London. At the same
time the Press glossed over the fact that our
Premier himseif could not get money, and
bad been compelled to issue Treasury bills
instend of floating a loan. In New Bouth
Wales there happens to be a Labour Premier;
and from the information at present available
to us it seemns that Mr. Storey, while in Eng-
land, succeeded in arranging with some finan-
eial institutions to get 19 millions of money
over a period of three years, What has hap-
pened since Mr. Storey made that statoment?

The Fremier: He has not got the money

yet.

Mr, MUNSIE: There is our Premier com-
ing at it again; right down in his heart he
hopes that Mr. Storey will not get the money,
Just beecanse he happens to be a Labour Pre-
mier. Even the Commonwealth Treasurer,
8ir Joseph Cook, has had it published through-
out the Press, under big headlines, that he
doubts Mr. Storey’s statement,

The Premier: Mr. Storey did not say he
had raised the money.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why are these tacties being
adopted by the Press? For the sole purpose
of preventing a Labour Government from
getting the moaey, if possible—simply because
it is a Labour Government that is concerned,
and for no other reason.

The Premier: Ob, no!

Mr. MUNSIE: That is my candid opinion,
and T am always prepared to express my
opinion,

The Premier: You should withdraw that.

Mr, MUNSIE: I am not going to withdraw
it, beeause T believe it to be ahsolutaly true.
As regards the premium on gold, the Gover-
nor's Speech says that Ministers are pleased
the preminm continues at a satisfactory rate.
The Speech also mentions that Parliament
last year passed o measute dealing with the
tributing system in gold mining, and that a
Royal Commission kas been appointed to con-
sider certain aspects of that ineasure, I re-
gret very much that in this conmection my
mouth is elosed, since I bappen to be one of
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the Commissioners and the Commission’s re-
port is not yet completed, However, I shall
have something to say on the subject at a
later stage. Amnother paragraph of the Speech
states that with a view to further assisting
the mining industry the Government propose
to introduce a Bill altering the Land and In-
come Tax Act as it applies to the sale of gold
mining leases. 1 appland the Government
for adopting that attitude. I realise that for
the sake of the gold mining industry of this
Htate the Government ought not only to in-
troduce such a Bill, but as a Ministry should
make serious overtures to the Federal Gov-
ernment with a view to securing relief from
Federal tazation also in that respect.

The Minister for Mines: The Royal Com-
mission that is sifting represents both the
Federal and State Governments.

-Mr. MUNSIE: As a matter of fact,
however, the relief that ¢an be given
to the mining industry by the State

under this heading is not very consid-
erable. I appreciate the efforts the Govern-
ment are putting forth in an endeavour to
foster the mining industry, but I urge the
Minister for Mines to make overtures to the
Pederal Government to co-operate in this
matter. Therc are one or two other direc-
tions in which the Government can assist the
mining industry. In the evidence given be-
fore the Royal Commission on Tributing, 1
heard a good deal about the premium on
gold and the ecost of explosives and other
materials generally, On nearly every ocea-
gion we have been assured that the cost of
minidg requisites has gone up from 100 to
150 per cent. In some cases the increases
represented more than 150 per cent. I want
to urge upon the Governmeut the necessity
for stepping in in regard to the supply of
these requisites, so as to keep the mining
jndustry going. What is wrong with the
Government being the sole importer of all
explosives coming into this State? We heard
it said by men in authority three years ago
that if the Government cared they could
have imported the Whole of the explosives
nevessary for the mining industry in West-
ern Australia at a very cheap rate indeed.
The Government did not step in on that oe-
easion. It it not very often that I give
etedit to the Chamher of Mines, T am pre-
pared to give that creldit, however, whea
the members of that institution do seme-
thing to deserve it. In thig instance they do
descrve eredit.  Those gentlement who are
agsociated in the activities of the Chamber of
Mines got to work and made it possible for
explosives to be importzd. Had they not
taken that aetion the whole mining indus-
try of this State would have been hung up
for three months at least. Seeing that
things have got to such a piteh, it is the
duty of the Government to assist the mining
industry to the extent I have suggested. 1
believe that the Government could assist the
indnstry very materially by importing all
these explosives and also cyanide, zine shav-
ings and those other requisites whieh have
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advaneed from 100 to 150 per cent. If that
were done, it would materially reduce the
cost of mining at the present time. If the
Government did that, we would hear less of
that absolute bogey that increased wages
have crippled the mining industry in West-
ern Australia. There is a paragraph in the
Governor’s Speech reading as follows:—

In obedience to the provisions of the
Licensing Aet, 1911, a local option poll
was held in April of this year. The re-
sult of that poll has revealed certain de-
feeta in the cxisting legislation, and a Bill
i3 being prepared io remedy these, and to
put our licensing laws generally on a bet-
ter footing,

With regard to the recent local option pell,
I want to ask the Government what atti-
tude they are going to adopt as the result of
that vote, The Government were deter-
mined in their attitnde not to interfere in
any way with the Aet as it stood on the
statute-book until after the vote had been
taken. The last two questions submitted to
the people require attention. The first ques-
tion was: ‘‘That all future licenses in West-
ern Aunstralia should he controlled by the
State.’”” ' That vote was carried with an
absolute majority of §,777. The last ques-
tion submitted to the people was: **That all
liquor licenses should he controlled by the
State, yes or no.”’ That question was ear-
ried in the affirmative by an absolute ma-
pority of 3,977.

My, J. Thomson: The member for West
Perth does not agree with that.

Mr, MUNSIE: I have taken the figures
from those supplied to us and the member
for West Perth has the same details in her
drawer. These figures are aceurate. What
are the Government going to do about it?
We have not had a word about this subject
from any member of the Government.

Mr. Underwood: Not one of them has
had a word to say on the matter, ’

Mr. MUNSTE: 'We do not know what at-
titude the Government intend to take. They
say they will introduce legislation to remedy
defeets, T helieve that the last loeal option
poll was nothing more than an absolute farce.

Mr, Latham: That is se.

Mr. MUNSTE: If the Aet is to be amended
in any way, Some amendments should be
aimed at making the law more reasonable
than it is at present. T notice that the Gov-
ernment, aceording to the Governor’s Speech,
intend to introduce 19 Bills. T intend to
deal with only one of them. I refer to the
Land Agents Registration Bill. If recent re-
ports and statements made in the ‘‘West
Australian®’ and other leading newspapers
throughout the State are correet, there is
great urgency for this measure, T have a
cutting from the ¢“West Australian’’ dated
18th Mareh of this year.

Mr, Underwood: Tt is a very unreliable
gource,

Mr, MUNSIE: Perhaps it is, but in thisg
instance they backed up their statements
with figures, proving they were correct.
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Hon. P. Collier:
sometimes,

Mr. MUNSIE: OQcecagionally they do.

Mr. Underwood: There ia the Jaw of aver-
ages; that aceounts for it.

Mr. MUNSIE: The paper pointed out that
some of the persons coucerned were unfor-
tunate returned soldiers who had gratuity
honds to cash. The report goes on to say—

Some of the land ‘‘sharks,’’—

That is not wy language, but the language
of the ‘*West Australian.’’ I am rather
* gurprised at it. The report states—

Some of the land ‘‘sharks’’ it is re-
ported, have ma-de several thousands of
pounds. In ome notable instance an agent
sold one Wock of land five times over.

That is pretty strong—
His praetice was to sell land to o rve-
turne+ soldier, to give him a cash advance
on the bond, to secure a receipt for pay-
ment of the hond’s full value, and to allow
only a few days for the production of the
full purchase money on the land. In most
vases the returned soldier did not pay the
balanee of the purchase priece, whereupon
the block was declared forfeited and of-
fered to another boudholder on similar
terms, who in turn failed to discharge the
short-dated time payment. And so the
ffaystem’’ went on. This particular agent,
it is vnderstood, holids £9,000 worth eof
bonds,
I have four other cuttings from the ‘‘West
Australian'’ on the same subject. Three of
them comprise motions carried after diseus-
sion at mectings of the executive of the Re-
turned Soldiers’ League. On two occasions
they carried motions demanding the publica-
tion of the names of these land sharks who
have Dbeen swindling their fellow men.
Capt. Carter: So they should,

Mr. MUNSIE: What has bappened to the
Returaed Soldiers’ League? They have had
nothing to say on the subject for some time.
They are LW.W.-ing on the job; they have
been going slow for the last three months.
During that period we have heard nothing
from the league regarding their demand for
the names of the land sharks to be pub-
lished.

Mr. Latham: They did not get the re-
turned soldiers behind them.

Mr. Wilson: I have the names and I will
give them to the House,

Mr. MUNSIE: What happened to the Re-
turned Roldiers’ League that caused them to
drop their demand for the publication of
these wames?
someone on the Ministerial side of the House
Inast night, because they did not place the
matter in-the hands of the member for South
Fremantle (3r. MeCallum), for had they
done so, they would have been published.

Mr. Marshall: But he is an agitator, they

Th:y strike the truth

88Y.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why did not the Returned
Soldiers’ League continue their demand to
have the names published? In the interests

Perhaps it wag, as stated by:
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of the public of Western Australia and of
commercial decency, the names of these men
who robbed and defranded returned asoldiers
and others should have been made publie.

Mr, Wilson: T have the names; they will
be published.

Mr. MUNSIE: They will be published,
make po mistake about that! I intended to
say something about the water sapply, but
will eontent myself by saying that I am ab-
selutely in accord with the member for East
Perth {Mr. S8imons). It dees seem remark-
able to think that the capital city of Western
Australia has been absolutely starvei for
want of water during the hot periods ¢ the
summer. And yet we have millions of gallons '
running to waste over the Mundaring Weir.
The lowest the water has been below the
crest is mine fect. What is wrong with tap-
ping the Mundaring supply for use in the
metropolitan area?

Hon. P. Collier: The engineers say it is
not an engineering propesition,

Mr. MUNSIE: It is 80 feet higher than
Mt. Eliza, so that the water will gravitate.

Hon. P. Collicr: Yes, but they think it is
not an enginecring proposition,

Mr. MUNSIE: I would like to hear the
objections they have to raise to the prope-
sition. With refgrence to statements made
by members on the Ministerial side, the mem-
ber for Rocbourne (Mr. Teesdale) had some-
thing to say regarding the workers. I do mot
expect to ever hear that hor. member say
anything good abouf the workers. He is a
Conservative; he knows it, and preaches it.

Hon. P. Collier: Never having Wworked him-
self,

Mr. MUNSIE: I suppose he has worked
himself sometimes.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He told others to
work. .

Myr. MUNSIE: He has no time for fthe
workers. I do not expeet him to say any-
thing in their favour, but he was concerned
the other night about the member for Vil
garn (Mr. Corboy), who happens to be the
baby of the House at the present time. He
was afraid that there was some germ or
virng left in his chair from the late member
for Fremantle and that the member for Yil-
garn might be affected. While the member
for Roehourne is not cxpected to say any-
thing good about the workers, he should be
careful not to be affected by the germ
issuing from the ¢hair oecupied by the mem-
bher on his right.

Hon. P. Collier: He is not to blame.

Mr. MUNSIE: Not only has the member
for Roebourne nothing good to say

Mr. Teesdale: You are barking up the
wrong tree now.

Mr, MUNSIE: But he has adopted his
colleague’s attitude and has gone outside
Australia to pick up something detrimental
to the workers. The member for Guildford
(Mr. Davies) never gets up in this Chamber
to speak without quoting something detri-
mental to the workers.
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Mr. Teesdale: He knew nothing about what
I intended saying.

Mr. MUNSIE: He is affecting the hon.
member by his tacties.

Mr. Teesdale: He knew nothing about it.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not accusirg you of
getting your information from the member
for Guildford, but that hon. member always
has quotations to make to the detriment of
the worker.

Mr. Teesdale: He had nothing to do with
me,

The Minister for Agriculture: The member
for Roebourne has his own germ.

The Minister for Mines: The North-West
tick.

Mr. MUNSIE: Regarding the closing down
of the Lancefield miné, the hon. member again
blamed the workers for that occurrence.

Hon. P. Collier: He always blames the
worker. .

Mr. MUNSIE: He did not tell hon. mem-
bers the circumstances in which the Lance-
field ¢losed down.

Mr. Chesson: He did not know.

. Mr, MUNSIE: Then he had no right to
make the statement. Had I been at Lance-
field, whether as secretary or president, or
even plain Sid. Munsie, I would have advised
those men not to accept the offer.

Mr, McCallum: They would have been re-
pudiating the fnding of the court.

Mr. MUNSIE: That was the first offer.
As a matter of fact, the Company in the
last seven or eight months of jts ex-
jstence had been showing just under a
profit in some months, and in  other
months had made wup to £800 for the
month, They offered the miners the right to
take over the mine. ARl they wanted was
1s. per ton royalty. That seemed very good.
Ax a matter of fact, that 1s. per ton royalty
represented eonsiderably more than the pro-
fit the company had been making under the
old conditions. And what proviso Aid they
put in? That they should retain control of
the management, as in the past. Could it be
expeeted thet the men wouid aceept such a
proposition? Having been there for years,
many of them knew exactly what the mine
was capable of producing. They knew also
where improvements could be effeeted in the
management, But the company said, ‘‘You
ean work the mine; we will take the rovalty
and will eontrol the management,”’ The
other alternative was that the men should po
hack at the 1916 rates, and the company con-
tinee to work the mine. T eannot understand
the logie of my friend opposite. He con-
demns us because, as he says, we do mnot
prevent strikes. He deelares that we should
wrge the workers fo abide by arbitration,
Those men at Laacofield worked for three
vears after the outbreak of war without any
increase in wages, although the eost of living
was poing up all the time. Eventually they
went to court and got an award. Immedi-
ately the award was given, the company said,
‘“We cannot pay it. You must take the 1916
rates.” Anrd the bon. member asks, ‘' Why
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did not the men accept it?’’ He accuses the
men's leaders because the men did not break
the award of the court. Soppose the men
had accepted the 1916 rates, and carried on.
What would have happened? Every ming in
Kalgoorlie would bave closed down unless the
men working in those mines accepted the
1016 rates, flouting the award of the Arbi-
tration Court. 8o if we stick out for arbitra-
tiorn we are wrong, and if we will not have
arbitration we are wrong again. What does
the hon. member want us to do? The hon.
member read from an English newspaper a
paragraph showing that some hero had en-
listed in 1921. That man was expelled from
his union. Why was he enlisting? There
was no war. But there was a coal strike in
England at the time, and the Government
were calling for volunteers. For what? So
that if the coal miners persisted, they would
be put in their places at the point of the
bayonet. This partieular man enlisted, and
the hon. member holds him up as a hero, this
man who enlisted to shoot down his fellow
unionists. I admire the courage of the
unionists who said, ‘*Get out, you are not a
fit associate for us.’’ I would have said the
same. The hon. member found great satis-
faction in the fact that two candidates had
been defeated in the Roebourne eleetion. He
said the electors had given them the blucher
boot pretty hard, He derived much satisfae-
tion from the fact that one of them hap-
vened to be a Labour candidate. Looking
through the returns of the late elections, I
find there were six electorates which retvrned
members unopposed. Of those six, three were
Labourites, namely, the members for North-
Fast Fremantle, for Forrest, and for Collie.
The other three electorates in which no eon-
test was fought were Mt. Margaret, Williams-
Narrogin and Beverley. That left 44 eclee-
torates to be contested. Qut of those there
were nine without Labour candidates, namely,
Irwin, Moore, Murray-Wellington, West
Perth, Pingelly, Sussex, Toodyay, Wagin, and
York.

Hon. W. (. Angwia: We returned our
man for Murray-Wellington all right.

Mr. MUNSIE: It has been said that it
will be many years before the Lahour Party
get back to power. Yet, save that T am sorry
that some of my old colleagues should have
been defeated, I am by no means disap-
pointed at the result of the late elections.
The total number of effective votes polled
throughout the State was 97,338, In the
niné eleetorates in whieh there were no Lab-
our candidates the total votes polled were
14,147, leaving a balance of 83191 effective
votes polled in the eonstituencies contested
by Tabour candirates. Out of those votes
the Ministerinl party, including aW on that
side, polled 45,864 for 22 members, while the
Labour Party polled 37,324 for 13 moembers.
The Government intend to introduce a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill. I hope they will
provide for proportional representation.
Worked ont on the basis of ptroportional rye-
presentation, the figures I have quoted give
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the Labour Party 16 seats, and the remain-
ing parties 19 seats. As I said, the re-
sult of the Ilate welection is perfectly
satisfactory to me. A good deal hag
boen heard of economy, Even the Colonial
Secrefary just now urged the necessity for
supporting the Government in a policy of
economy. He said there was no money for
the unfortunate inebriates, but that when
money was available a home would be built
for them. While the Government preach
economy in one respect, it behoves them to
practise it in others. I have here a file
showing the furniture purchased for the
Apgent General’s house in London.

"'he Minister for Railways: That is not a
file. It’s a rasp.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Government made a
good deal in porchasing that house, I do not
believe in paying rent if one can get the
freehold.

Mr. Underwood: They are still paying rent
for it, ground rent.

Mr. MUNSIE: They bought the honse out-
right and made a good deal.

Mr. Teesdale: Whose word have they for
that?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Mine. for one,

Mr. Teesdale: Do you know the property?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Yes, and have been
thkrough it,

Mr. MUNSIE: The Government made a
good deal in purchasing that house.
er. Underwood: In purchasing the lease
of it.

Mr. MUNSIE: Well, have it your own
way. But when it comes to the furnishing
of the house, it is quite another question.
The Government have in Barrack-street a
shop used for the purpose of exhibiting and
advertising Western Australian goods, stuff
manufactured in Weatern Australia. Why
did not they furnish at least one of the
rooms of the Agent General’s house with
furniture made in Western Australia from
Western Australian timber.

Mr.
there.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, but they got it from
Savoy Houose, not from Western Australia,
The Government preach economy. Let me
run down a few of the items of furniture in
the Agent General’s house. For a spare
room they have a five-foot mahogany bed-
room suite costing £95 10s. That is sup-
plied by a stony-broke Government.

Mr. Wilson: You did not want them to
put in a Coolgardie stretcher, did yon?

Mr. MUNSIE: They have one Wakefield
easy chair. I do not know what a Walke-
fiold chair is like, but it must be pretty
good, for it cost £24 10s. In the drawing
room they have one velvet pile carpet cost-
ing £83 17s, 6d. This from a Government
always preaching economy. There is one
gix-foot white enamel bedroem suite cost-
ing £105. That is a pretty decent smite.

Latham: They have some jarrah
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Mr, Pickering: Who is it for?

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know, but I am
satisfied that she haa pretty expensive
tastes. Now we come to provieion for re-
freshments after dinner. They purchased
one dozen cut glass tumblers at £5 17a, 6d.,
one dozen champagne glasses at £7 10s., a
dozen claret glasses at £5 17s, 6d., a dozen
sherry glasses at £4 18s, 6d., and a dozen
glasses for port wine at £4 18s. 6d. This
comes from the Government who ars all the
time preaching ecomomy and tklling vy we
should advocate Western Australia first of
all. I always do so. I was born in New
South Wales and lived there until I was
close on 13 years of age, but Western Aus-
tralia is first to me and always will be, not
beecause I am prejudiced against the other
States, but because I helieve there are
better opportunities here if the people of
Weatern Auvatralin will only stick up for
their own State. I am sorry that the Aus-
tralian has not a little more of that quality
of which the Yankee has too much. Neo
matter where one meets an American, if
he hails from one of the smallest hamlets,
he will always swear that bhis little home
and his little town are the best in America
and that his country is the beat in the
world. But an Australian is almost invari-
ably prepared to say that some other coun-
try ia better than his own, 1 hope that
Australians will cultivate a little of that
Yankee spirit and boost their own country.

Mr. Underwood: You want to take
Yankee skite in very small draughts. '

Mr. MUNSIE: But a little cenfidence in
our own country will do a considerable
amount of good. Unfortunately there are
too many members of this House who have
no confidence in the country they are liying
in. All the time they are crying stinking
fish, 1 applaud the Premier for his optim-
ism. It is the right attitude to adopt in
any country. We want a little more
optimism and a little less pessimism, and
then we shall do better for the workers as
well as for those who employ them. '

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned,

House adjourned at 9.32 p.m.



